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ANNEX 4 
The Apostolic Succession of Bishop Fridolin Zahradnik 

 
According to Kierein, Bransom, Cheney, Wolters and others the following reconstruction 
can be made, arriving with moral certitude in the XVI-th century: 
 

 

Bp. Fridolin Zahradnik (16.IX.1935, Rychnove nad Knežnou) 
was consecrated bp. on 24.X.1970 by 

 

Bp. Ing. Bed�ich Provaznik (31.V.1936 Tisovci – 4.II.2007 
Ostrova�ich – Brno) was consecrated bp. on 24.VIII.1969 by 

 

Bp. Ján Eugen Ko�iš (25.VI.1926 Pozdilslovce) was 
consecrated bp. on  3.XII.1967 by 

 

Bp. Felix Maria Davidek (12.I.1921 Chrlice – 16.VIII.1988 
Brno) was consecrated bp. on 29.X.1967  by 



 II 

 

Bp. Jan Blaha (12.III.1938) was consecrated bp. on  28.X.1967 
by 

 

 

Bp. Peter Dubovský SI (28.VI.1921 Rakovice – 10.IV.2008  
Ivanka pri Dunaj)  was consecrated bp. on  18.V.1961 by 

 

 

Bp. Dominik Kalata SI (19.V.1925 Nowa Biala) was 
consecrated bp. on 9.IX.1955 by 

  

 

Bp. Ján Chryzostom Korec SI (22.I.1924 Bosany) was 
consecrated bp. on 24.VIII.1951 by 



 III

 

Bp. Pavol Maria Hnilica SI (30.III.1921 Unatin – 8.X.2006 
Rome) was consecrated on  2.I.1951 by 

 

Bp. Robert Pobožny (30.V.1890 Tisovec – 9.VI.1972) 
consecrated on 14.VIII.1949 as bp. by 

 

Archbp. Josef Matocha (14.V.1888 Pitin – 3.XI.1961 
Olomouc) consecrated on 2.V.1948 by 

 

Bp. Josef Beran (29.XII.1888 Plzen – 17. V. 1969 Rome) 
consecrated bp. on 8.XII.1946 by 

 Bp. Saverio Ritter (24.I.1884 Chiavenna – 21.IV.1951 Rome) 
consecrated bp. on 11.VIII.1935 by 



 IV

 

Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (2.III.1876 Rome – 9.X.1958 
Castelgandolfo), future Pius XII, consecrated bp. on 13.V.1917 
by 

 

Pope Benedict XV, Giacomo della Chiesa (21.XI.1854 Peghi – 
22.I.1922 Rome) consecrated bp. on 22.XII.1907 by 

 

Pope St. Pius X, Giuseppe Sarto (2.VI.1835 Riese –
20.VII.1914 Rome) consecrated bp. on 16.XI.1884 by 

 

Cardinal Lucido Maria Parocchi (13.VIII.1833 Mantua – 
15.I.1903 Rome), consecrated on 5.XI.1871 by 



 V 

 

Cardinal Costantino Patrizi Naro (4.IX.1798 Siena – 
17.XII.1876 Rome), consecrated bp. on 21.XII.1828 by 

 

Cardinal Carlo duke Odescalchi SI (5.III.1785 Rome – 
17.VIII.1841 Modena), died in fame of sanctity, consecrated 
bp. on 25.V.1823 by 

 

Cardinal Giullo Maria della Somaglia (29.VII.1744 Piacenza – 
2.IV.1830 Rome), consecrated bp. on 21.XII.1788 by 

 

Cardinal Hyacinthe Sigismond Gerdil (23.IV.1718, Samoens, 
CH – 12.VIII.1802 Rome), consecrated bp. on 2.III.1777 by 



 VI

 

Cardinal Marcantonio Colonna Juniore (16.VIII.1724 Rome – 
4.XII.1795 Rome), consecrated bp. on 25.IV.1762 by 

 

Pope Clement XIII, Carlo Rezzonico (7.III.1695 Venice, 
Venezia – 2.II.1769 Rome) who was consecrated bp. on 
19.III.1743 by 

 

Pope Benedict XIV, Prospero Lambertini (31.III.1675 Bologna 
– 3.V.1758 Rome) who was consecrated bp. on 16.VII.1724 by 

 

Pope Benedict XIII, Vicenzo Maria Orsini de Gravina 
(2.II.1649 Gravina di Puglia – 23.II.1730 Rome) who was 
consecrated bp. on 3.II.1675 by 



 VII

 

Cardinal Paluzo Altieri Paluzzi degli Albertoni (8.VI.1623 
Rome – 29.VI.1698 Rome), who was consecrated bp. on 
2.V.1666 by 

 

Cardinal Ulderico di Carpegna (24.VI.1595 Scavolino – 
24.I.1679 Rona), who was consecrated bp. on 7.X.1630 by 

 

Cardinal Luigi Caetani (July 1595 Piedimonte – 15.IV.1642 
Rome), who was consecrated bp. on 12.VI.1622 by 

 

Cardinal Ludovico Ludovisi (27.X.1595 Bologna – 18.XI.1632 
Bologna), who was consecrated on 2.V.1621 by 

 Archbp. Galeazzo Sanvitale (1566 Parma – 8.IX.1622) later 
archbp. of Bari who was consecrated on 4.IV.1604 by 



 VIII

 

Cardinal Girolamo Bernerio (1540 Covregio – 5.VIII.1611 ) 
who was consecrated on 7.IX.1586 by 

 

Cardinal Giulio Antonio Santorio (6.VI.1532 Caserta – 
9.V.1602 Rome), who was consecrated on 12.III.1566 by 

 

 

Cardinal Scipione Rebiba di Rebibbia (3.II.1504 S. Marco 
d’Alnuzio – 23.VII.1577 Rome) who was consecrated bp. on 
14.V.1541 and later became cardinal. 
It is presumed that cardinal Scipione Rebiba was consecrated 
by Pope Paul III, but certain, unambiguous documents were not 
found yet. 
 
We present two portraits of Cardinal Rebiba, one when he was 
young and another when he was aged.  

 
Each of these consecrations were celebrated with three bishops, so that the apostolic succession 
to be assured beyond any reasonable doubt. Even Bp. Felix Maria Davidek used this rule (e.g. 
Bp. Dusan Spiner was consecrated in the presence of Bp. Jan Blaha and others, Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 107-108) and later Bp. Zahradnik too (with Bp. Krett and Urbanec). 
 




































