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Introductory Note 
 
 
This year on 12 January 2011, 90 years from the birth of Bishop Dr. Felix 

Maria Davidek passed away. The Church life from Czechoslovakia during the 
Communist persecution was related to the figure of Bishop Davidek who found 
solutions for keeping the Church alive and uncompromised. A small volume with 
autographs from bishops and priests from that period would be, we believe, a 
modest tribute to honor his figure and his spiritual succession. 

H. Exc. Hofrat Dr. Manfred Kierein, Gr. Cr. OBSS opened again his 
personal archive, offering most of the documents exposed there. Fr. Dr. Mircea 
Remus Birtz, OBSS wrote a small study and some annexes, trying to introduce the 
lector on that period. Photographic material was collected too, hoping to increase 
the records from this booklet. Difficulties in our research were great, the linguistic 
impediment being a problem (both authors confess that, even if having several 
ancestors in the Czech Lands, Slovakia, Moravia and Sudet Region, they 
unfortunately do not speak Czech or Slovak, as some of their forefathers did). With 
the help of some German, English, French and Italian sources, however, they tried 
to offer a general landscape of the Catholic Church from Czechoslovakia from the 
period mentioned above. We are asking pardon if some place or personal names are 
not written quite correct. 

It was heavy to find photos of the bishops or from other churchmen acting 
between 1948-1989. During the communist period they didn’t want to expose 
themselves; some personal archives were lost; others (like Bp. Pobozny) were not 
accepting to do personal photos. The same difficulty was in finding the correct 
birth/ death data and places. When it was possible, we tried to precise them. 

Our bibliography is presenting the main resources consulted by us (even on 
cybernetic space) and a list of translated documents issued by the Militant Church. 
Other quotations were added in the footnotes. 

When Time Magazine from Monday 17.I.1949 lanced the term of “the 
Catacomb Church”, it made career. We tried to demonstrate that “Ecclesia 
Militans” was much more adequate. 

We present material from deceased and living bishops. Some were able to 
obtain official Church positions, some not, being active in pastoral activities. All of 
them did their best to work in God’s vineyard. We are expressing our gratitude to all of 
them, who were answering to Dr. Kierein letters or not (and we understand well their 
reasons, of those who didn’t). And all those whose names or photos are presented in 
this book, they can be proud that they did their duty in a distinguished way. 

We also express our gratitude to Dr. Franz Gansrigler, Dr. Peter Fiala and 
Dr. Jiri Hanuš who were fruitfully developing the research started by Dr. Kierein in 
early sixties already. 
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Our thanks must be given to Mr. Martin Wolters, who on his cybernetic 
space created an important site dedicated to the Apostolic Succession, where he 
published previously some documents related with our work. 

We have to express our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to those who have 
helped with monetary contributions to print this book: 

The Ecclesiastical Foundation Mater fortior from Vaduz, Principality of 
Liechtenstein, through the personal generosity of His. Excellency the Most. Rev. 
Archbishop of Vaduz, Msgr. Wolfgang Haas. 

Bankhaus Schelhammer and Schattera Aktiengesellschaft, Vienna 
(founded in 1832), the Principal Director Hon. Kommerzialrat Helmut Jonas until 
30.VI.2011. 

Our personal thanks for their assistance in the one or another way also to 
Mme. Regierungsrätin Eva Röber, Federal Ministery for Innovation, Traffic and 
Technic, Vienna and to Mr. Vladislav Hana (1923-2007). 

Reading the letters written by the churchmen presented here, and 
investigating the context in which they had to act, somebody feels to be introduced 
in the atmosphere described in the Acts of the Apostles or in the early Church 
history. How the Gospel was proclaimed, how the communities were functioning, 
how the Church was expressing through the local communities, how the leaders of 
the local Churches were cooperating together, or had to struggle for their flock – to 
all these questions the Church from Czechoslovakia tried to offer a coherent 
answer in the XXth century. 

The experiences of the Czechoslovakian Church were transformed in a 
lesson for all the Catholic Church, even for the future.  

And the main lesson is that “super hanc Ecclesiam portae inferni non 
praevalebunt” (Mt. 16:18). Non praevalebunt, this is the main trustful opinion of 
the curators of this small volume, too. 

P. Mircea Remus Birtz, OBSS  
Dr. Manfred Kierein-Kuenring, OBSS 
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Begegnung mit FMD – Excelence Biskup Davidek 
 
 
Über Einladung von Pfarrer P. Josef Krch�avý (geb. 1925, Priesterweihe 

1949 durch Bischof Skoupý von Brünn) verbrachte ich ein Wochenende im 
September 1972 im Pfarrhof von Mod�ice u Brna. Ganz überraschend für mich 
erwähnte P. Krch�avý, dass im Nachbardorf Chrlice u Brna ein geheimer 
katholischer Bischof lebt. Meiner verständlichen Bitte, diesen Herrn kennenlernen 
zu dürfen, kam der gastliche Pfarrer gerne nach, und in meinem VW Käfer fuhren 
wir am Samstag, 23. September 1972, zum Haus Nr. 197 in Chrlice u Brna. In 
diesem Haus wohnte die verwitwete Schwägerin des Bischofs Dr. phil. Felix Maria 
Davidek. Kurz zuvor war der 1925 geborene Bruder des Bischofs bei 
archäologischen Arbeiten tödlich verunglückt und deren gemeinsamer Sohn, 16, 
war unmittelbar davor bei einem Fluchtversuch nach Österreich von CSSR-
Grenzsoldaten gestellt und verhaftet worden. Ich hörte, dass der Neffe von FMD 
heute in Prag leben soll. FMD, von kleiner zierlicher Gestalt, war anwesend und 
blieb im Turrahmen ganz ruhig stehen. “Dolmetsch” P. Krch�avý versuchte meine 
Bitte um ein Gespräch mit dem Bischof zu erklären, dass ich für meine 
Bischofsautographensammlung seinen Namenszug gerne hätte. Es war dies leider 
unmöglich, weil die Existenz des Bischofs den kommunistischen Behörden durch 
einen Zufall bekannt wurde. Deshalb hatte Bischof FMD sehr große Angst vor der 
Polizei und allfälliger, neuer Verfolgung seiner Person. Die Behörden hielten Dr. 
Davidek für einen von Rom abgefallenen Priester und fühlten sich getäuscht über 
die wirkliche Situation von FMD als geheimgeweihten röm. Kath. Bischof, der 
bereits ohne Wissen der Behörden Priesterweihen vollzogen hätte. Die auch 
zwischenzeitlich durchgeführten Bischofsweihen durch FMD blieben den 
Behörden bisher verborgen. 

Am Abend des 23. September 1972 war ein Opernbesuch in Brünn 
vorgesehen und ich hoffte, dem Bischof während einer Pause kurz begegnen zu 
dürfen. Bischof FMD ließ übersetzen, dass er auch in der Oper von Polizeiorganen 
ständig überwacht würde. So ließ ich vom Besuch am Abend ab. Mein Auto mit 
dem Wiener Kennzeichen war im Dorf bereits aufgefallen, ich wurde aber von 
niemandem belästigt. Ein weiterer Begegnungsversuch mit FMD war nicht ratsam, 
denn ich wollte keineswegs das Leben des Bischofs durch Behördenschikanen 
gefährden. Bei der Verabschiedung von FMD im Türrahmen des Hauses Nr. 197 – 
ohne Händedruck – spendete mir Bischof FMD mit groß ausholender Geste seinen 
Segen und verschwand im Haus. Ich hatte überhaupt keinen Zweifel, eben einem r. 
k. Geheimbischof persönlich begegnet zu sein und war zutiefst berührt von diesem 
kleinen Herrn im dunkelgrauen Straßenanzug. An einen Pastoralring erinnere ich 
mich nicht. Bei meinem Besuch am 23. Sept. 1972 bei FMD war mir weder das 
Datum seiner Bischofsweihe (29. Okt. 1967) noch der Name seines Consecrans 
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Principalis bekannt (Bischof Jan Blaha, der selbst am 28. Okt. 1967 vom 
Jesuitenbischof Peter Dubovsky die Bischofsweihe empfangen hatte). Ein weiterer 
Besuch im Haus 197 am Abend des 23. Sept. 1972 bei der Schwägerin von FMD 
war nicht ergebnisreich, denn der Dame war von einem Bischof FMD nichts 
bekannt. Sie wusste bloß, dass Felix Priester ist. Durch die besonderen 
Schicksalsschläge der Schwägerin waren Gespräche nicht angebracht und wir 
kehrten nach Mödritz bei Brünn zurück. Meine Ausreise nach Österreich, 24. Sept. 
1972, verlief problemlos. Eine Beantwortung späterer Briefe an FMD vermied 
Davidek vermutlich aus Vorsichtsgründen. 

Nach mehr als 20 Jahren nach Ableben von Bischof Felix (16. Aug. 1988) 
und seinem prägenden ap. Wirken für die Katakombenkirche in der ehemaligen 
Tschechoslowakei gilt für mich FMD als Sinnbild der verfolgten Kirche, für die 
Geheimbischöfe notwendig waren, die Kirche vor dem physischen und spirituellen 
Ausrotten zu bewahren. 

Wie kuriale Entscheidungen die Geheimkirche drastisch und wenig 
einfühlsam beendet haben, war für die betroffenen Kleriker schwer zu verkraften, 
hatten sie doch viele Entbehrungen ertragen müssen. 

Ich komme zu dem vorläufigen Schluss, dass für FMD die Rettung und 
Bewahrung des kath. Glaubensgutes und das Überleben der stark bedrängten 
Kirche die edlen Motive seines unermüdlichen und großartigen Handelns im 
Dienste der Kirche gewesen sind. 

Man mag nicht mit allen Vorgangsweisen zum Erreichen der hehren Ziele 
Davideks zum Wohle der r.k. Kirche einverstanden sein; es wäre wohl ein nobler 
und großzügiger Akt der Nächstenliebe und vor allem der stets gepredigten 
Barmherzigkeit seitens des HI. Stuhles, dem einstigen Geheimbischof FMD 
allfällige Fehler bei seinen Bestrebungen, der Kirche das Leben zu erhalten, zu 
vergeben und nicht nur aus “kurialer Ferne” zu strafen und zu verurteilen. FMD 
war ca. 14 Jahre in carcere per la fede. Das sollte auch der HI. Stuhl bedenken. Mit 
seinen Initiativen in der Verfolgungszeit wollte FMD aus seinem treuen Gewissen 
nur Gutes tun, nach Gottes Willen und in der Übereinstimmung mit den Wünschen 
des HI. Vaters. Davideks Wege waren manchmal spontan, aber in schwierigsten 
Zeiten der Kirchenverfolgung sind oft außerordentliche Maßnahmen erforderlich. 
Bei seiner Apostolischen Arbeit, unermüdlich im Sinne des Pontifex Romanus 
verrichtet, hat FMD sich nicht gescheut, viele persönliche Opfer auf sich zu 
nehmen, wissend, dass nach Jahren eigen erfahrenen Gefängnisaufenthaltes 
jederzeit eine neue Verschleppung nach Sibirien eintreten könnte. Davideks 
bewusst christliches Leben als Priester und Bischof zeigt einen Menschen wie 
einen Märtyrer, für seine kath. Kirche alles wagend, sie zu retten. Es ist daher 
anzunehmen, dass FMD längst “apud Deum” und sohin in der Herrlichkeit des 
Paradieses ist. 

Vielleicht ist es den höchsten kurialen Behörden möglich, das Leben von 
FMD neu zu bewerten und nicht nur zu verurteilen. Lieber Bischof Felix 
requiescas in pace aeterna! 

Hofrat Dr. Manfred KIEREIN, OBSS  Wien 
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Voices from Ecclesia Militans 
 
 
The Ecclesia Militans, sometimes called (unjustly) the Church of Silence, 

the Persecuted Church, or the Secret Church was (and is even now) an epiphanic 
manifestation of the Church in the totalitarian states. In Czechoslovakia it became a 
characteristic phenomenon, which focused the attention of churchmen and 
scholars. 

Several periodicals reflected its echoes: “Religion in Communist Lands” 
from Keston College (U.K.), the French periodical “Catacombes” guided by the 
Romanian former political prisoner and theologian Sergiu Grossu (1920, Cubolta – 
2009, Bucharest) in Paris, the Italian “L’Altra Europa” from Milan-Seriate, 
concerned about the religious life from the Eastern Europe countries, the “Pro 
Fratribus” (later “Pro Deo et Fratribus”) issued in Rome by Bp. Pavol Maria 
Hnilica SI, etc. Several famous churchmen like Fr. Werenfried van Straaten (1913-
2003) or Rev. Richard Wurmbrand (1909, Bucharest – 2001, Torrance, CA, USA) 
wrote, spoke or helped the Militant Church, when they were able to receive news 
from it. 

Once the totalitarian regimes collapsed in Eastern Europe, it was possible 
to investigate scholarly the theological, pastoral or historical dimensions of the 
Church there. 

Hofrat (Aulic Advisor) Dr. Manfred Kierein started since 1957 as a hobby 
to reconstruct the apostolic succession of the bishops from the Catholic Church; 
sure, he paid attention to the Eastern European countries, and slowly he earned a 
fundamental archive with treasurous data. A first synthesis of the secret bishop 
from the Estern Europe was done by Mr. Franz Hummer in his book: “Bischöfe für 
den Untergrund: zur Praxis der Geheimbischöfe in der Katholische Kirche”, 
Wien-München, Herold Vlg., 1981. Kieren’s archive and Hummer’s book 
stimulated Dr. Franz Gansrigler to do some research about the Resistance Church 
from East, in a precious book (Gansrigler 1991), documented at place, written in a 
thrilling style, but very accurate in informations. Of high historical value is the 
book of Ond�ej Liška: “Jede Zeit ist Gottes Zeit. Die Untergrundkirche in der 
Tschechoslowakei”, Leipzig, St. Benno Vlg., 2003 (unfortunately unavailable to 
me – n.a.). Another fundamental book was written by the Czech historians Petr 
Fiala and Ji�i Hanuš (issued first in Czech language, next in German – Fiala-Hanuš 
2004). Fiala-Hanuš are following Gansrigler and Liška, but are producing well 
verified and structurated documents exploring with high academical approach the 
history of the Church in Czechoslovakia from 1948 till our days. A good general 
lansdscape is offered also by Mr. Werner Kaltefleiter: “Mein Gewissen ist die 
Wahrheit. Kirchenkampf in der Tschechoslowakei Stasi-Dokumente und Zeitzeugen 
aus den Jahre des kommunistichen Regimes”, 2009. Their work was fortunately 
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completed with a collection of studies and testimonies cured by Erwin Koller, Hans 
Küng and Peter Križan (Koller-Küng-Križan 2011). We cannot neglect the work of 
Charles Bransom (USA), David Cheney and Martin Wolters (Germany) who have 
important Internet pages about the Catholic apostolic succession and its history. 

The Catholic Church had to face persecutions in Soviet Union, Mexico and 
Spain before the II World War; after it, things were never as before. As an 
“appetizer”, in Italy during 1944-1947 were killed by communist or anarchist 
partisans about 110 roman catholic priests (1), even seminarians. 

After the Soviet Army invaded Eastern Europe, since autumn 1944, the 
fate of the Catholic Church there was put under question. In 1945 started the 
persecution in Western Ukraine, Yugoslavia and Albania. Metropolite Joseph 
Slipyi was arrested in 1945, and the liquidation of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church was orchestrated by Moscow. A fake-synod (Lvov, 10.III.1946) 
proclaimed the union with the Orthodox Church, and the resistant bishops and 
priests were arrested, murdered or sent in Gulag. In 1947 was Karpatho-Ukraine 
following. Bishop Theodore Romža was assassinated (1.XI.1947), another fake-
synod (Munka�, Muka�evo 25.VIII.1949) took the same measures like the Lvov 
one. 1948 brought persecution in Hungary and Romania too. In Romania 
antireligious laws were adopted, the Greek-Catholic Church was suppressed 
following the Soviet pattern, the greek-catholic bishops were all confined and then 
imprisoned without sentence. Most of them will die in prison. In 26.XII.1948 was 
arrested cardinal Joseph Mindszenty. In 1949 all the catholic active bishops from 
Romania were arrested and imprisoned; the Mindszenty show-trial (February 1949) 
following the Soviet models from 1922, 1931, 1936-1939, will be a pattern for 
other Catholic show-trials, in Romania, Bulgaria, Poland and then in Far East Asia. 
In 1950 Romania had the show-trial of the Apostolic Nuntiature, in 1951 the Bp. 
Pacha show-trial, in 1952 the Bps. Dragomir-Todea show-trials, in 1956-1958 
show-trials against Bp. Alexander Rusu and his team, against Bps. Ioan Chertes 
and Ioan Ploscaru; several others were put in jail even without trial. Bulgaria had 
show-trials in 1952 (Bp. Bossilkov shot with other priests). Hungarians were hard 
working in 1950, 1951 (Archbp. Grösz was arrested) and later on to eliminate the 
Catholic opponents. Poland in 1953 saw a show-trial of Bp. Czeslaw Kaczmarek 
from Kielce (28.IX.1953) and the arrest of cardinal Stefan Wyszynski (arrested 
until 1956). 

How was answering the Holy See? Communism was firstly condemned by 
Bl. Pope Pius IX in his Encyclical “Qui Pluribus” (9.XI.1846) as “opposed to the 
very natural law” (§16). About the toxicity of socialist ideas Pope Leo XIII gave 
two Encyclicals: “Quod Apostolici Muneris” (28.XII.1878) and “Rerum 
Novarum” (15.V.1891 which condemned even the ‘wild capitalism’). A very 
important Encyclical about the true human liberty was issued by the same Pope 
Leo XIII “Libertas Praestantissimum” (20.VI.1888). 

CIC 1917 through several canons (2331, §1,2; 2333; 2345; 2346; 2390) 
was punishing with excommunication those who were conspiring against the Pope 
or the legitimate hierarchy; those who were impelling the Holy See documents to 
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arrive at their destination; those who usurped ecclesiastical goods, those who 
obstacled the free Church offices elections or nominations. Pope Pius XI with his 
Encyclical “Divini Redemptoris” (19.III.1937) condemned communism and 
communist doctrines as “intrinsically perverse”. 

During the persecution in East, the Holy See issued a Decree “De 
nominatione substitutorum” (29.VI.1948) with some later amendments 
(29.VII.1948) granting special faculties to the Catholic ordinaries in state of 
necessity. 

The increasing of persecution determinated the Holy See to adopt more 
rigorous measures: 

– A Decree of excommunication (issued by the Holy Office) in 1.VII.1949 
(AAS 1949, 41, 334) which stated the excommunication of the communists, of 
those who were inscribing in communist parties, of those who consciously did 
communist propaganda. Catholic faithful were commanded not to vote communist 
parties. 

– A Decree from 11.VIII.1949 about matrimony with an atheist person. 
The atheists were homologated with non-christian believers, so their matrimony 
was submitted to the rule of a matrimony with non-catholic persons. 

– A Note (Dubium) issued by the Holy Office in 4.IV.1959 (AAS 1959, 
51, 271-272) where the old provisions against the communists were maintained. 

– A Decree issued by the Congregation for Councils in 29.VI.1950 (AAS 
1950, 42, 601-602) was prohibiting the acceptance of Church functions or benefits 
from illegitimate ecclesiastical authorities, or from State authorities in an 
illegitimate way.  

To whom were addressed these magisterial and disciplinary documents? 
Communists, having to adopt a “progressist prospective of life” (read atheism) 
were indifferent about the statements or canonical measures of the Holy See. Not 
so the ingenuous Catholics, who could easily be conquered by the communist 
propaganda, or some churchmen who were acting in personal interest. In fact to 
them were these decrees addressed. However in 1962, after the Metz Agreement 
(August 1962) between cardinal Eugène Tisserant (1884-1972) and the Orthodox 
Metropolite Nikodim Rotov (1929-1978) of Leningrad (Madiran 1984, Madiran 
1985, de Villemarest 2007, 104) (2) the attitude of the Holy See changed 
dramatically. The peaceful coexistence with communist regimes was proclaimed 
(3) and the Ostpolitik was born. Archbp. Agostino Casaroli was to play a sinister 
game in this action (4). 

Dialogue was established between the State Secretary of the Holy See and 
communist governments. The resistance Catholic figures (like Metropolite Slipyi, 
the cardinals Beran and Mindszenty, the Archbp. Pierre Martin Ngo Dinh Thuc 
from Vietnam) were sacrificed (offering them a golden exile, but under strong 
surveillance from the State Secretary), and persons agreed by communist 
governments were promoted in leading ecclesiastical positions in their countries. 
Doctrinar defense against communism was abolished. If opened religious 
persecution was diminished in Eastern Europe, it never ceased, only became more 
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insidious and perfidious. 
In Vatican cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani and his group were strongly 

opposing the Ostpolitik, claiming that the communist regimes will sooner or later 
collapse economically, and the prominent figures from East Europe were agreeing 
with Ottaviani (Mindszenty, Beran, Wyszynski) being however disposed in 
concessions in small matters (most of patrimonial nature) – this was a prospective 
that even the StB was accurately describing (Hal’ko 2005). History proved that 
Ottaviani was right.  

Even if the Ostpolitik had its strong partisans among the Church political 
annalists (Stehle 1980) (5), it was lucidly criticized by others (Dunn 1976, Dunn 
1982, Tomsky 1980) who correctly observed that the Church when playing in 
political arena cannot neglect moral principles and transcendental values. A 
document created by the Czech theologian Dr. Josef Zv��ina (“Letter to Prof. 
Herbert Vorgrimmler” 1976, see P. IV of Bibliography) proved also the hypocrite 
dimension of the Ostpolitik. Even the local Church leaders, imposed by the 
communists in their countries at the top of the ecclesiastical structures, were not 
invited, not consulted, when meetings, agreements or negotiations between State 
authorities and Ostpolitik figures (Casaroli or his representatives) were taking 
place.  

When in February 1948 the communists did the Coup d’Etat in Czechoslo-
vakia, the country had 12 million inhabitants (9,5 million catholics) 13 dioceses, 13 
major seminaries, about 5845 priests, 258 male monasteries and 720 women ones. 
A Modus vivendi established in 1929 described the relations between the Holy See 
and the Republic. 

The Communist Party (with its famous “Committee of Six”) took as target 
to destroy the catholic life. As in other communist countries, some main directions 
were followed: the defamation of the Holy See and the interruption of contacts 
between Rome and the local clergy, the creation of divisions between the bishops, 
the priests and the lay faithful, and among them, the infiltration of the clergy with 
agents or at least trusted persons, favours to the Orthodox Church and to non-
catholic Churches, etc. A 10 years plan was established to cancel the monastic life. 

On 21.III.1948 all the properties of the Catholic Church were confiscated 
by the State; the catholic press forbidden, except one weekly and one monthly 
periodical; the prohibition of the Catholic Action Movement. The bishops accepted 
in 15.VI.1948 to renounce at the earthly goods of the Church, asking instead for 
press liberty.  

On 10.VI.1949 was created a Renewed Catholic Action under communist 
control (excommunicated by the Holy See in 20.VI.1949) which having no echo 
among the clergy, had to be reconstructed in 1950.  

The bishops were not allowing their priests to inscribe themselves in 
political parties, nor to be proposed as candidates for the Parliament. During the 
negotiations with the State authorities, the Party considered some bishops as 
reactionaries (Vojtaššák, Picha, Skoupy), others like Beran as aware about what is 
happening, and others, like Trochta and Hlouch as progressist (Kaplan 1986, I, 60-
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64).  
The message of the Bishops to their faithful (15.VI.1949), the 

condemnation from the part of the bishops of the Renewed Catholic Action 
(19.VI.1949), the Pastoral Letter “The Dangers of the Present Times” (27. 
VI.1949) were irritating the communist authorities, which decided that stronger 
measures must be taken. 

The laws concerning religious matters (217/14.X.1949; 218/14.X.1949; 
219-223/18.X,1949, 228/25.X.1949) (their texts in Böhmer-Ko�vera-Nosek 1957, 
81-100) were not only creating the State Office for Religious Affairs (ORA), 
précising its attributes, but were establishing in details how the Catholic Church 
had to function. The local ORA deputy was able to control the bishops’ 
correspondence, to censure every religious material, to approve or not each 
ecclesiastical promotion, punishment, transfer, to concead or to cancel the 
necessary license for a priest to be able to act publicly, etc. Practically the CIC 
1917 was substituted with the Cult Laws and ORA instructions, the local ORA 
official being the true leader of a parish or a diocese, and the local bishop being 
transformed in the in pontificalibus vicar of the ORA deputy. The state of necessity 
of the Catholic Church was an established lawful reality. 

The bishops protested at the State authorities in 21.X.1949 condemning the 
State Mediaeval Protectorate of the Church (an atheistic one!) and asking that those 
laws to be cancelled. Useless. 

Show trials were necessary. One (the Machalka group) was shown at 
Prague, in 5.IV.1950, where ten religious superiors were condemned to hard 
sentences (6), followed by closing the monastic orders and monasteries (13-
14.IV.1950), the liquidation of the Greek-Catholic Church (28.IV.1950 when a 
fake synod declared the union with the Orthodox one; however in 18.VI.1968 the 
Greek Catholic Church reobtained lawfully its freedom), the closing of the 
diocesan seminaries (14.VII.1950), being allowed only 2 State Seminaries 
(Litomerice and Bratislava). 

Other show-trials were prepared: the Bp. Stanislav Zela Group (Prague, 
2.XII.1950, when a bishop and 8 priests received hard sentences), the Buzalka-
Vojtaššák-Gojdi� Group (Bratislava 15.I.1951), the Bula Affair (7), the Oto Madr 
trial (1952), the Bp. Trochta trial (1954), etc. The Internuncio Saverio Ritter was 
on 16.III.1950 expelled from the country and the Modus vivendi was denounced by 
the Czechoslovak authorities. (About the Kafkian atmosphere of the show-trials, 
see Kaltefleiter 2009, 11-23, 25-28, 165-167). 

A new priestly movement was created (controlled and guided by 
communist authorities), the “Priestly Movement for peace” (closed in 1968) and 
reopened under the name “Pacem in Terris” (P.i.T.) on 31.VIII.1971 and definitely 
closed on 12.XII.1989. 

From 1950 2192 monks were put in concentration camps, more then 175 
imprisoned, about 2000 priest were also deported or imprisoned, 616 nuns were 
also put in concentration camps, 4100 expelled out from their monasteries, and 
about 6000 nuns (who had social irreplaceable roles, like medical nurses) were 
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under strict surveillance. 
The bishops had also to disappear. First they were doubled with agents 

who were surveilling them day and night (“for their protection”) then they were 
imprisoned, deported, or put in house arrest. In the later ’50s practically one bishop 
was free (Trochta, later Eltschkner), but under severe control. (Böhmer-Ko�vera-
Nosek 1957, 56-80; Slovák-Inovecký 1976, 11-35; Kaplan 1986 I, II, III; Razék 
2005; Kaltefleiter, 2009, 11-39). 

After 1964 a slowly wind of liberalism was breathing among some 
authoritative circles, culminating with the reforms of the Dubcek Era and the 
Prague Spring (1968); more, the civil society from Czechoslovakia became a true 
intellectual and social powerful force (Duplan-Giret 1994). (A good prospective of 
the Roman Curia reactions at the developments in Czechoslovakia, at the Soviet 
invasion in Kaltefleiter 2009, 75-114). 

Some bishops were allowed, to take part at the II Vatican Council (Nécsey, 
Pobožny, Skoupy) but in Rome were also under strict surveillance, and Josef Beran 
was expelled in 1965 from the country, without right to turn back.  

The Prague Spring was broken with the Soviet invasion from August 1968; 
little by little the “normalization” began. New religious laws and ministerial 
instructions were issued. (4812/22.XI.1970; 11.513/31.VIII.1971) with the same 
restrictive disposals like the 1949 ones. (Slovak-Inovecký 1976, 323-346). The 
ORA deputy’s agreement was necessary even for a diocesan chapter meeting! If 
priests were too active in their ministries, they could loose their license (in fact 
only in 1972 more than 100 did). No priestly free reunions were allowed. No 
pilgrimages. Even the P.i.T. priests were kept under strong observation.  

The weak result of the Ostpolitik was the permission given to Archbp. 
Agostino Casaroli to consecrate 4 new bishops, on 3.III.1973 (Julius Gabriš, Josef 
Feranec and Ján Pasztor) and on 4.III.1973 (Bp. Josef Vrana). The next State 
approval for 2 auxiliary bishops for Prague will be given in 1988 (Antonin Liška 
and Jan Lebeda). 

The bishop deprived dioceses were guided by Chapter Vicars (vicarii 
capitulari), chosen from trusted persons of the regime. 

The Church and the Civil society reacted. Underground clergy (bishops, 
priests, monks, nuns) were doing a fully efficient apostolate. The religious 
samizdat was effective in stimulating catholic believers to analyze, to adopt 
solutions, to act according to them (Malý 1988).  

František Tomašek, being reluctant at the beginning, later he became an 
ardent sustainer of Catholic protests. 

However, trials, persecutions, false accuses, ministry license depriving 
were current issues until 1989 (Kalinovska 1977; Kalinovska 1978; Doellinger 
2002, Grohorova 2005). 

The Church and the faithful in Czechoslovakia were not staying impassible 
during the aggressions against them. The hierarchy used the special faculties 
received from the Holy See. A concrete model was that of Bl. Bp. Theodore 
Romža, who consecrated in autumn 1944 two secret bishops for his diocese. 
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When the negotiations and the memorandums proved to be useless, the 
bishops from Czechoslovakia had to create a secret, substituted, hierarchy, 
consecrating secret auxiliary bishops, with succession rights (coadjutors) or 
nominating lists of secret substitute ordinaries (see Annex 1; Gansrigler 1991, 65-
66, 78, 99, 109). But even the secret coadjutor bishops were arrested, deported or 
strictly observed. New bishops had to be consecrated. It was the merit of Bp. 
Robert Pobožny, who consecrating on 2.I.1951 Bp. Pavol Maria Hnilica, SI 
(30.III.1921 Unatin – 8.X.2006 Rome) (8) established the secret bishopal 
structures, not always integrated in the secret ordinarial/diocesan structures. Bp. 
Pavol Hnilica consecrated on 24.VIII.1951 Bp. Jan Chryzostom Korec SI (b. 
22.I.1924 Bosany) and was able to refuge himself after from the country. In Exile 
Bp. Hnilica was a main voice of the Underground Church from Czechoslovakia 
and from other socialist countries and also an untired apostle of the Message from 
Fatima. 

The Catholic faithful resistance was organized through the “Rodina” 
groups, established in Slovakia in 1945 by the Croatian farsighted priest Stjepan 
Tomislav Poglajen-Kolakovi� (8.IX.1906 Podgoraci – 1990 Paris). A jesuit 
missionary  graduated in Louvain, Fr. Kolakovi� went in Slovakia to organize lay 
and family apostolate in Ucraine and Russia (in the Axis formerly occupied 
territories). In Slovakia he was able to create the “Rodina” (“Family”) circles, 
which improved personal adult catechesis, lay apostolate. 

In 1946 Fr. Poglajen-Kolakovi� had to leave Czechoslovakia, but some of 
his disciples will become famous. 

Dr. Silvester Kr�mery (b. 1924, Trnava), who will spend from 1950 14 
years in jail, and Dr. Vladimir Jukl (b. 1925 Bratislava) imprisoned between 1951-
1965 will be the main lay intellectuals who will organize catholic studies circles. 
They will aggregate near Bp. Ján Korec and eventually become secret priests also. 
To this group will join Dr. Jàn �arnogursky (b. 1944 Bratislava) after 1968 and the 
mathematics scholar František Mikloško (b. 1947 Nitra). �arnogursky will loose 
his barrister license in 1981 for his “subversive” activities, and with Mikloško will 
play an important role in organizing the civil society and civil resistance in 
Slovakia. All became secret priests and after 1989 �arnogursky became prime-
minister of Slovakia and justice minister in several governs there, Mikloško will be 
an important political person (he will renounce in exercising the priesthood). 
(Gansrigler 1991, 147-150; Doellinger 2002, 215-220). 

The Jesuit priest Fr. Josef Zv��ina (1915 St�itez – 1990 Nettuno, Italy) was 
between 1942-1945 in a German concentration camp and between 1952-1965 was 
imprisoned by the communists; being active as a priest in the diocese of 
Litomerice, in 1970 his license was cancelled, and he had to practice his apostolate 
unofficially or through samizdat. He also had disciples and was considered as one 
of the most important unofficial Czech theologians. The models of Fr. Poglajen-
Kolakovi� inspired him too. 

One of the most distinguished faithful who learned from his predecessors 
how to struggle for the Church rights was the worker Augustin Navratil 
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(20.XII.1928 Lutopecny – 2.V.2003 Kromeriž). He did several petitions to the 
authorities, asking to stop the abuses, wanted justice in the murder case of Fr. Ing. 
P�emysl Coufal (9), was several times arrested, fined or internated in a psychiatric 
hospital (10). In the beginning of 1988 he issued the “31 Points Memorandum” 
(soon he collected 1000,000 signatures and the sustainment of Archbp. Tomašek), 
a fundamental text asking freedom for the Catholic Church. 

But during 1946-1950 another priest was active in Brno diocese, who later 
will be one of the most significant exponents of the so-called “Secret Church”. 
Felix Maria Davidek (12.I.1921 Chrlice/Brno – 16.VIII.1988, Brno). Davidek was 
a living encyclopedia, a Dr. in Philosophy, speaking Latin, Greek, Hebrew, 
Russian, German, French, English, performing as a musician and poet (his 
pseudonym was “Vaclav Ara”) and later studying unofficially medicine also. In 
1972 was able to obtain a license in economic sciences, with a thesis avoiding the 
marxist conception, about similarities between an economic system and the 
homoeostasis of the human body. 

Felix Maria Davidek created an (unofficial) Athenaeum at Horni Stepanov, 
where, under guide of distinguished scholars, young people were able to prepare 
themselves for maturity or for ecclesiastical vocations. Davidek became quickly a 
“non grata” person in front of the authorities, and after an unsuccessful trying to 
cross the Czech-Austrian border (in 1951), he was arrested and served 14 years of 
prison. Here he guided further his academical activities (being several times 
punished for) and once he was free (in 1964) established a secret University for 
training people in theology, literature, sociology or psychology. Officially he could 
work only as a disinfection-man in a children hospital in Brno. (Gansrigler 1991, 
57-74, 115-149; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 25-71). 

The main questions for the uncompromised Church from Czechoslovakia 
were: 

1. How can be avoided the creation of a schismatical, separated Church 
from the Holy See? 

2. How can souls be cured by non-compromised priests? 
3. How can former seminarians or former religious persons, no more 

recognized as such by the communist State, to be recuperated by the Church? 
4. How can the Church cultivate new vocations, both secular and monastic, 

without State immixtion?  
5. How can future vocations be instructed, avoiding the official recognized 

seminaries (only two, controlled by the State, with numerus clausus and other 
restrictions)? 

To these questions (Slovák-Inovecký 1976, 350) only one logical answer 
was possible: to have your own secret bishop. 

The state of necessity was asking for secret, free from State controle or 
surveillance, bishops. 

Bp. Hnilica was able to escape from Czechoslovakia in 1953, Bp. Jan 
Korec was alone, not known yet as secretly consecrated. On 9.IX.1955 he 
consecrated as bishop Fr. Dominik Kalata SI (b. 19.V.1925 Nowa Biala, Poland), a 
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secret priest since 1951. Both of them were risking much: Bp. Korec in fact was 
arrested in 1958, Bp. Kalata had also experiences with communist deportation. 
Only on 18.V.1961 was able to consecrate as bishop Fr. Peter Dubovský SI 
(28.VI.1921 Rakovice – 10.IV.2008 Ivanka pri Dunaj), a priest from 1950; he was 
also for several years confined before by the communists. Bp. Kalata in 1969 was 
able to take refuge in Innsbruck, Austria, where he perfected his studies, and later 
established himself in Germany, where he could do pastoral activity among the 
Slovaks from emigration (in Grunern). In 16.III.1985 he received the titular see of 
Semta. 

Bp. Dubovský kept his consecration secretly for a while, till the reforms of 
Prague’s Spring were in action. 

But the Czechoslovakian Catholic Church was helped even by other 
bishops, from socialist countries, where the attitude towards Catholicism was more 
gentle: Poland and East Germany (German Democratic Republic, or GDR). The 
most active bishops who were consecrating secret priests for Czechoslovakia were 
Karol Wojtyla from Krakow, Stefan Wyszynski from Warshaw-Gniezno, later 
Archbp. Franciszek Macharski from Krakow, Bp. Gerhard Schaffran from Görlitz 
and Bp. Josef Stimpfle from Augsburg (11). (Gansrigler 1991, 22, 26; Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 76-79; Kaltefleiter 2009, 122-123). Strong conspiracy rules were observed. 

When later Bp. Davidek or other bishops in Czechoslovakia were well 
dealing with the “Underground” apostolate they will help their brethren from 
Poland, East Germany, Hungary or Soviet Union too. This was possible because 
Czechoslovak citizens were able to travel quite freely after 1964 in other socialist 
countries, and their presence had nothing astonishing. If Polish ecclesiastics tried to 
help their former brothers from Western Ukraine, or the Polish deported citizens in 
Central Asia, their presence was strictly observed by the KGB in Soviet Union; the 
Czechs or Slovaks were considered not so dangerous (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 120-121, 
140, or the case of Fr. Klaus Metsch from Berlin, ordained secretly in 
Czechoslovakia in Koller-Küng-Križan 2011, 148-157). 

However the local bishops’ fate was not sure. Bp. Korec was arrested in 
1958, Bp. Kalata was surveilled (he had to work as a car driver, in 1961 was 
arrested for 4 years and in 1969 he was able to escape from Czechoslovakia), Bp. 
Dubovsky was also under duress and a prudent person. A providential man was 
found: Ing. Jan Blaha (b. 12.III.1938) a chemist engineer, who studied in the secret 
University founded by Davidek. In 1967 when liberal winds were spreading 
through Czechoslovakia, Blaha was able to travel in Germany and Italy. In 
Germany was ordained as priest secretly by Bp. Stimpfle (12.VII.1967) and in Italy 
he tried to get an audience with Paul VI, to obtain an approval for consecrating 
bishops at home. A personal audience was not granted, but Bp. Hnilica could 
obtain the approval. (Gansrigler 1991, 18, 25, 63, 68, 78-79, 123-124; Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 78). 

When turned back, Blaha was consecrated Bp. secretly by Bp. Peter 
Dubovský on 28.X.1967 and he eventually consecrated Fr. Felix Maria Davidek as 
secret Bp. on 29.X.1967. Later on Bp. Blaha will assist at other consecrations 
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conferred by Davidek (f.e. for Bp. Dušan Špiner, Fiala-Hanuš, 2004, 107-108). 
Bp. Felix Maria Davidek had everything clear in his mind what to do. His 

pastoral models were St. Paul the Apostle, Pope Pius XII, Pope John XXIII, St. 
Pius of Pietrelcina, St. John Vianney; he had a great devotion to the Czecho-
Moravian tradition, and to the priests murdered by the communists (P. Bula, P. 
Josef Toufar, etc.). But he was also an admirer of the Russian Orthodox theology 
(Vladimir Soloviov, Serghei Bulgakov) or of Teilhard de Chardin (Fiala-Hanuš, 
2004, 79-80, but also 53-71). 

Some of his pastoral targets were: 
1. Everything must be done what the official Church cannot do itself, not 

allowed by communists (apologetics, catechesis, the study of the Church doctrine, 
of the post Vatican II situation, of the modern theologians, of the old spiritual 
literature); 

2. to penetrate where the official Church was not allowed to (in prisons, 
hospitals, concentration camps, surveilled residences); 

3. to confuse and to mislead the StB agents; 
4. not to compete with the official Church, but to help it in good initiatives; 
5. to restore and revitalize the monastic orders (prohibited by the State 

authorities); 
6. to modernize and to adapt pastoration to the concrete situation of the 

society and of the country. 
He was well aware about the state of necessity (one of his mottos was in 

extremis omnia licita sunt) and acted accordingly (Gansrigler 1991, 26, 51-53, 63-
70, 84). 

He found several examples in Church tradition, in the Greek-Catholic 
Church practice, or in de Chardin’s doctrine. But he also tried to keep contacts with 
local ordinaries and with the Holy See. Pastoral necessity was his supreme 
command. 

Davidek was able to consecrate 17 bishops. According to him, when the 
local secret ordinarius was arrested, all the local secret structure was compromised 
(the case of Bp. Kalata and later of Bp. Korec, who, in July 1969 was able to do a 
trip in Rome, was officially received by Paul VI and his bishopal quality was made 
public) (Gansrigler 1991, 63-64, 85-84, Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 78-79, 106-112). But 
when a community had its own bishop, once he arrested, that group could join to 
another one. The first two consecrated bishops from Davidek were 2 greek-catholic 
priests (Fr. Eugen Ko�iš on 3.XII.1967 and Ivan Ljavinec on 24.III.1968 – not to 
forget that until 18.VI.1968 the Greek-Catholic Church was forbidden!). In 1968, 
after the Soviet invasion (20-22.VIII.1968) when the fate of the Czechoslovak 
intelligentsia was questioned, he consecrated more others: Josef Dvo�ák, Dobroslav 
Kabelka, (precise data unknown), Ing. Ji�i Georg Pojer (22.VIII.1968), Fr. 
Stanislav Krátký (27.VIII.1968). When “normalisation” began, together with the 
renewal of the anti-ecclesiastical laws, Davidek consecrated also Martin Hrb�a 
(28.XI.1970) and Josef Blahnik (28.IX.1970) and later on: Jindrich Pešek 
(15.VIII.1971), Fr. Oskar Formánek SI (August 1972), Fr. Marian Potaš OSBM 
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(August 1972), Ji�i Krpálek (3.III.1973), Fr. Siard I. Klement O Praem 
(15.III.1973), Václav Razik (December 1978), Dušan Špiner (6.X.1979), Fr. Josef 
Hinterhölzl (4.XII.1984) Davidek’s spiritual father, and the last one, Karel Chytil 
(18.XII.1987).  

Because the fate of a secret bishop was never sure, Davidek wanted to 
assure a “personal reserve” when needed. We observe that from 1973 to 1978 
Davidek stopped the consecrations, one of reasons being the Casaroli intervention 
and the consecration of the 3 officially approved bishops in Nitra (3.III.1973) and 
one in Olomouc (4.III.1973); but once persecution increased, after Charter ’77 
Movement, he restarted them. 

Davidek was having a strong tridentine mentality about the Holy 
Sacraments and Holy Orders (Koller in Koller-Küng-Križan 2011, 21-22) and 
loved the Latin language and Latin language celebrations (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 134). 

From these informations it can be seen that Bp. Davidek was not so 
modernist as he was presented later. 

To help the greek-catholic apostolate Davidek ordained married priests; 
but it was also convenient to ordain married candidates for priesthood to confuse 
the StB (in fact, a celibatarian man always suscited suspicion to them). So Davidek 
(and later other bishops too) created married priests even for the Latin Church, 
which is not strange for the catholic Tradition (of both rites) (12). 

What about married bishops? This step was also inspired from the Church 
history (its enough to think to the family of St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of 
Caesareea in Capadocia), being not an uncommon practice in the Latin Church till 
the XI-th cent., and in the Orthodox Church till modern times (13). However 
Davidek consecrated only one married person as bishop, Msgr. Karel Chytil (Dunn 
1996, 235-251; Dunn is wrong about Bp. Nikodem Krett, OSBM [who was a 
basilitan monk] and about Bp. Fridolin Zahradnik, who were not consecrated by 
Davidek). After 1990 rumors spread about women ordinations as deacons and 
priests. If women deacons are also an attested reality in the Catholic Church of all 
the rites, and in the Orthodox one (14), women priests are not. Davidek did in fact 
nominate Mme. Ludmila Javorová as his General Vicar (a smart option which 
would confuse his StB spying agents). Until 1995 Rev. Javorová (her family and 
Davidek’s one were good friends starting with their parents, and Davidek was 
hosted in Fr. Josef Javora’s house, brother of Rev. Javorová and a secret priest too) 
strongly denied that she received ever a priestly ordination (Gansrigler 1991, 125-
100; Dunn 1996, 239-240). However, from 1995 she recognized that Bp. Davidek 
ordained her in December 1970 as a priest woman. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 94-97; 
Koller-Küng-Križan 2011, 57-74). It is supposed that Davidek ordained other 2 
women as priests and about 18 deacon women. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 95). But it must 
stated that once the Pope pronounced Himself about women ordination, Mme. Rev. 
Javorová submitted herself, rejecting all further pretension to a priestly ministry, 
and more, dissociating herself categorically from all the Western tentative to ordain 
women priests. (15) (See her interview, which reflects a high spiritual life, in 
Koller-Küng-Križan 2011, 64, 69, 71). For Rev. Javorová this step could be useful 
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during the totalitarian regime, and only for mature, dedicated women. 
According to Davidek and his cooperators, a woman deacon could 

unobserved penetrate in a feminile prison or in a hospital, when needed. 
Davidek hold two pastoral synods also: in Kobe�ice (December 1970, 

when pastoral discussions and also the problem of women ordinations were 
analyzed) and in August 1973 in �ervený Dùl. Both synods were kept in secrecy, 
the numbers of persons being high (about 60), but divided in small groups for 
security reasons. During the 1970 synod a split between bishops occurred (Bps. 
Pojer, Dvo�ak und Provaznik – the last consecrated by Bp. Ko�iš on 24.VIII.1969 
were against the discussion about women, Bps. Blaha and Hrb�a were favorable) 
(Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 87-99). But even so the bishops continued to be very active.  

Bp. Felix Maria Davidek tried to maintain good functional relations with 
local ordinaries also. First he tried to involve Bp. Karel Skoupý (the diocesan 
bishop) in his secret activities. But even if both respected each another (and 
Skoupý was favorable to cooperate with Davidek especially in 1968-1969, after the 
Soviet invasion) later on they couldn’t agree. Skoupý was not able to understand 
the secret rules required by Davidek (Fiala-Hanuš 2004. 85-86).  

A much more faithful cooperation was possible with cardinal František 
Tomašek. Both were exchanging letters or messages frequently. Both were 
celebrating Mass each for another. Tomašek strongly defended Davidek against 
Casaroli and against calumnies (orchestrated mostly from StB). When Bp. 
Davidek, analyzing the Church-State relations, composed the 1988 “March 
Analysis” (in parallel with the Augustin Navratil initiative), Tomašek adopted 
Davidek document too, and in his letter to the Authorities (28.IV.1988) several 
ideas from Davidek’s work can be found. Davidek usually informed Tomašek 
about his work, especially when he realized that Tomašek is not a passive person in 
front of the communists. (Gansrigler 1991, 86, 91-92, 135; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 130-
132).  

Bp. Stanislav Krátký worked well together with Bp. Karel Skoupý 
(Gansrigler 1991, 51) and with cardinal Tomašek, to whom he submitted in 
September 1984 a spiritual rule for a lay group under his guidance (Gansrigler 
1991, 86). 

Bp. Fridolin Zahradnik had good contacts with Bp. Trochta (Gansrigler 
1991, 94), with Fr. Ján Hirka, the ordinary of the greek-catholic diocese of Prešov 
(who obtained biritualism permission for priests consecrated by Zahradnik) 
(Ibidem 97, 99) or with Bp. Karel Ot�enašek (Ibidem 103). 

Contacts with the Holy See were always tried by the secret bishops when 
this was possible. However we have to distinguish between contacts with the 
Roman Curia, and contacts with the Pope, through trustful persons. 

Davidek sent Fr. Ing. František Mikeš in Rome in 1966 (he was able to 
travel abroad in those times) and later Ing. Jan Blaha in 1967 (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 
78-79, 251-253) where they were able to meet cardinal Beran, Bp. Hnilica SI and 
even St. Pius from Pietrelcina. Blaha obtained faculties to consecrate bishops.  

When Bp. Josef Hlouch with the help of some Roman Curia papers tried to 
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stop Davidek activities, in 1972, the secret bishop, taking the opportunity that Bp. 
Ji�i Pojer asked for leaving Czechoslovakia through marriage (16) instructed him to 
go to Rome to bring there necessary clarification. Pojer’s mission failed (Fiala-
Hanuš 2004, 101-105).  

A friend of Bp. Davidek and a future bishop too, Msgr. Dušan Špiner was 
charged to establish regular contacts with cardinal Wyszynski, which in fact he did 
– Wyszynski, not an Ostpolitik man, was informed about everything. Wyszynski 
was contacting Paul VI (and later John Paul II), trying to avoid Casaroli’s 
implication, but Paul VI gave all the data received to cardinal Carlo Confalonieri 
(1893-1986) who was then the Dean of the Sacred College. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 
105, 120-124). Fr. Kamil Maria Vanco was able to meet personally Pope Paul VI 
in June 1977 on behalf from Davidek, and received assurance that the Pope knew 
about Davidek consecrations (“which were valid”) and about his work (Fiala-
Hanuš 2004, 121-122, 228). 

In 1979 Fr. Oliver Oravec (who was able to refuge himself from 
Czechoslovakia through Yugoslavia, betrayed by one of his friends) tried to obtain 
(with help of Bp. Hnilica) an audience for Dušan Špiner (he was also in Rome 
then) to the Pope, but some officials from Curia blocked the initiative (Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 122-124). 

With every means Davidek tried to avoid Casaroli’s intrusion into his 
work. However, Casaroli knew and acted accordingly. Mons. John Bukovsky (17) 
was sent in Czechoslovakia to contact Davidek, in summer 1976. A meeting was 
done in Chrlice in 26.VIII, where Bukovsky tried to obtain informations and to 
determine Davidek to stop consecrations. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 117-120). Davidek 
considered that Casaroli and Bukovsky were not only playing the Ostpolitik, but 
also that their circles in Vatican were fully spied by StB agents. And here he was 
right (18). Casaroli in 198o wrote a letter to cardinal Tomašek, intimating him to 
stop Davidek, a letter echoed by desinformations arrived in Vatican (from StB, 
from Mons. Ludvik Horky, Chapter Vicar of Brno), which angered Tomašek, who 
defended Davidek (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 125-132). 

Davidek went forward, no canonical punishment was issued against him, 
but the Ostpolitik actors waited to take revenge. 

However Davidek (and other bishops too) were not limitating their 
apostolate only for Czechoslovakia. They were active in Hungary as well (where 
Bp. Provaznik or Bp. Zahradnik consecrated two secret bishops) (Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 100) in Western Ukraine or the Soviet Union (Bp. Dušan Špiner ordained 
secret priests for the Soviet Union, Fr. Serghei Nikolenko and Vladimir Nikofor, at 
the request of cardinal Wyszynski) (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 140). Even with Romania 
contacts were established: Bp. Davidek had always a strong interest in this country 
(his dry nurse came from here) and visited Romania for 6 times. There are 
mentions that in the Kobe�ice 1970 Synod 70 priests from Romania were 
represented by a delegate (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 26, 87, 139) (19). 

 
Contacts with the public opinion from West were not neglected. Visitors 
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like Fr. Werenfried van Straaten O Praem with his “Kirche in Not” Organisation, 
or like Fr. János Szöke from Charitas were useful to bring news from the Church 
(secret or not) outside (van Straaten 1981, 110-120, 130, 133-134, 136; van 
Straaten 1989, 207-217, 221-229, 230-231, 211-217; Szöke 1993, 206-215). 
Letters from thy secret bishops or secret priests were regularly published, not 
revealing their names. 

The Free Europe Radio and the Keston College were also able to obtain 
informations about the Militant Church from Czechoslovakia. 

But the several groups had a large variety of “underground” activities, 
some insisting in consecrations, some in theological training, some in theological 
research, and others in samizdat issues. 

Not all the groups were knowing about each other, not all the groups had 
the same way of thinking, evaluating and acting, not all the groups were agreeing 
with the others. The group of Bp. Korec was not near the group of Bp. Davidek, 
Bp. Zahradnik didn’t knew what some Davidek’s cooperators were doing. Secrecy 
was always a good principle to be followed. However Davidek had some contacts 
with Dr. Josef Zv��ina or with Msgr. Dr. Oto Mádr (1917-2011) (Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 150-151), even if relations with Bp. Korec group were tensioned (Gansrigler 
1991, 110, 148-149). 

Here the StB found a great chance to spread rumors, calumnies, intoxi-
cations, acting according the rule “calomniez, calomniez, toujours restera quelque 
chose” (Kaltefleiter 2009, 157-158). 

Some detractors had received a taste in spreading calumnies against Bp. 
Davidek, declaring him as a “provocative agent”, or “mentally insane” like 
Hansjakob Stehle (Gansrigler 1991, 29-30) or Vlasta �erna-Prihrilova (Fiala-
Hanuš 2004, 128-129), some of these rumors being spread to the Free Europe 
Radio too (Gansrigler 1991, 152-154). Davidek was defended strongly by cardinal 
Tomašek (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 132, 225), or by the Bps. Ing. Jan Blaha (Ibidem 165, 
224, 231-233), Zahradnik (Ibidem 132), Krátký (Ibidem 191-207), Ko�iš and 
Ljavinec (Ibidem 163-164). Bp. Davidek was very sane and his consecrations were 
valid without any reason of doubt. Indeed this is the truth! 

Bp. Fridolin Zahradnik (b. 16.IX.1935 Rychnove nad Knežnou) was a 
married greek-catholic, who after some years being a medical student, was 
expelled from the University for his “intense religiosity”. He studied secretly 
theology, and worked as a high class restaurating worker, being specialized in 
baroque monuments. He was able to travel along Czechoslovakia due to his job. 
Was ordained as a priest on 19.XI.1969 by Bp. Eugen Ko�iš, and as bishop by Bp. 
Ing Bed�ich Provaznik (31.V.1936 Tisova – 4.II.2007 Ostrovacich/Brno) on 
24.X.1970. Provaznik was consecrated bishop by Eugen Ko�iš on 24.VIII.1969 
(who belonged to the Davidek line). Zahradnik was working hard ordaining priests 
and consecrating other bishops, and in 1985 wrote a letter to Free Europe Radio, 
protesting against calumnies spread against Davidek. The Free Europe speaker, Fr. 
Anton Hlinka (1926-2011) made public his name, so he was arrested with some of 
his priests, and condemned to 4 years prison (a 15 years prison sentence was 
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asked). In jail he was able to do apostolate; his wife (a schoolmaster) and his 
children had to suffer persecution from the authorities. But Zahradnik (whose 
motto was “to be in the first line front of the Gospel”) did more: he secretly (openly 
after 1990) founded the “Emaus” community, targeting on helping the alcoholics, 
migrants (gypsies), social emarginated people. (Gansrigler 1991, 63, 66, 152, 154, 
93-112; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 98-102). His work was so necessary then after 1990 he 
was elected as city counselor in Rychnov (Gansrigler 1991, 112) being one of the 
few in the Czech Land who was than competent in those matters. 

Zahradnik had his own contacts with Bp. Trochta, Bp. Karel Ot�enašek, 
with the future Bp. Ján Hirka and with cardinal Macharski (b. 1927 Krakow) of 
Krakow, to inform the Pope John Paul II about his activity (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 
101). 

Some curial officials, most of them from Casaroli’s team, adopted the 
previous rumor (of the StB agents) that Davidek was insane, having a reason to 
contest the validity of his consecrations (and Zahradnik’s too). We mentioned 
before that the validity was recognized as such by cardinals Tomašek, Wyszynski 
and Macharski and even by the Bl. Pope John Paul II.  

After 1990 some Curia members (acting under the Pope’s suggestion) 
proposed that a Personal Prelature or an Institute of Consecrated Life to be created, 
to unite the secret bishops and the secret priests, their number being estimated 
between 200 and 600 (Gansrigler 1991, 15, 19, 28), a desire which also the secret 
bishops were asking (see Bp. Stanislav Krátký) (Gansrigler 1991, 65-67; Dunn 
1996, 239-242; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 159).  

Not paying attention at the warnings of the Bl. Pope John Paul II (20), after 
1995 a confused secret solution were offered to the former underground 
churchmen, where married priests were allowed to celebrate publicly as permanent 
deacons, or were biritualized (transferred in the greek rite), to some bishops were 
required not to use more their bishopal graces, or others were counseled to wait in 
discretion their recognition. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 152-168, 208-222). To some of 
them even a ordination sotto condizione was required! Fortunately not all the 
ordinaries accepted. It was the biggest mistake from the part of that Curial officials, 
this provoked the sedevacantist reaction. 

Sedevacantism is represented by several schools (21) but all of them agree 
that the New Mass Order (Novus Ordo Missae) promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 
1969 is invalid. They all agree to deny the validity of the bishopal consecrations 
according to N.O.M., due to lack of the correct form. Their argument its strong, 
according to the traditional Catholic teaching: according to the Catholic (Orthodox 
and Eastern Orthodox Churches too) doctrine, exposed clearly in Pope Pius XII 
Encyclical “Mediator Dei” (20.XI.1947) and the Apostolic Constitution 
“Sacramentum Ordinis” (30.XI.1947) the correct form for ordination is necessarily 
required. For the bishopal consecration the necessary form is: “Comple in 
Sacerdote Tuo ministerii Tui summam, et ornamentis totius glorificationis 
instructum coelestis unguenti rore sanctifica” (Sacramentum Ordinis, §5). With 
the “Pontificalis Romani” (18.VI.1968) the formula was changed, no more 
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mention about the fulfillment of the sacerdotal ministry being made. The claim that 
the new formula was adopted from Traditio Apostolica of Hippolyte of Rome and 
the rite of intronisation of the maronite Patriarch only increased the doubts of the 
traditionalists. (22) The term spiritus principalis from N.O.M. is very ambiguous, 
not précising cleary the nature of the sacrament. Ironically, all the bishops 
consecrated by Davidek and the others bishops before 1970-1972 (when N.O.M. 
was introduced in Czechoslovakia), are genuine valid; not so can be said about the 
bishops consecrated by Casaroli in 1973, are claiming the sedevacantists. 

To the sedevacantist objections only one answer should be given: 
“Ecclesia supplet”.  

Bp. Dr. med. Oliver Oravec (b. 1941, Poprad Matejovce) was a dental 
doctor, who followed secretly Davidek’s University and was ordained as a priest 
by him in 1968, according to the Tridentine rite. He was active in secret 
pastoration, but one of his friends betrayed him, and in 1979 he had to refuge 
himself through Yugoslavia to Rome. Here, being near Bp. Hnilica, tried to obtain 
a Papal audience for Bp. Špiner (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 122-123) but unsuccessfully. 
From 1981 to 1983 he was in the Jesuit Noviciate, but what he saw there and the 
diversions against the Catacomb Church from Czechoslovakia disappointed him; in 
1983 he renounced at the N.O.M., became close to the “St. Pius X” Brotherhood, 
and later adopted strict sedevacantist positions. On 21.X.1988 was consecrated 
bishop by Bp. Robert F. McKenna, OP (apostolic succession from the Archbp. 
Thuc) in Monroe, Connecticut. On 1990 he turned back in Czechoslovakia. On 
12.VI.1991 Dr. Oravec consecrated as bishop Dr. John E. Hesson in Monroe, and 
on 24.X.1996 consecrated as bishop Raphael Cloquell in Filderstadt (Germany). 
Bp. Oravec is active now in traditional apostolate. 

Bp. Emanuel Korab was consecrated sotto condizione in November 1999 
by Bp. Hnilica in Rome; he also is active in sedevacantist conclavist circles (23). 

Bp. Eliaš Antonin Dohnal OSBM (b. 1946, Hluk) became an official 
Catholic priest in 1972, and taking seriously his apostolic ministry, he had troubles 
with the communist authorities. In 1991 he became a basilitan monk, obtained a 
doctorate in theology, and was dogmatic professor in Prešov. Then he was invited 
by Bp. Ljavinec to serve at the greek-catholic cathedral from Prague, and here he 
organized the Basilitan Order too. With both Bp. Ján Hirka and Ivan Ljavinec he 
went in good relations. Once the old guard bishops retired, due to some 
misunderstandings, [his charismatic activity, the delicate problem of the languages 
in the Greek-Catholic Church (Czech, Slovak, Old Slavonic, Ukrainian)] after 2003 
he went with other brethren in Ukraine, and the Basilitan Order suffered great 
troubles in Czechia and Slovakia. In 2008 with other three brethren were 
consecrated as bishops (3.III.2008) in Pidhirtsi (UA) by Bp. Michailo Osidach (a 
secret Ukrainian bishop) assisted by other bishops (Vasily Kavatsiv among others). 
Since 2011 they adopted a strict sedevacantist position, creating a Bishopal Synod 
with 7 members, and instituting an “Orthodox Greek-Catholic Patriarchate” in 
Lvov Zhovkva. (24) 
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Another effect of the mistrusting from some Roman curialists of the 
Czechoslovak bishops was the huge dimension of secularism after 1990. Before the 
split of Czechoslovakia in two republics, in 1992, at a nr. of 15.725.680 
inhabitants, Roman-Catholics were 50%, Protestant 20%, Orthodox 2%, agnostics 
28%. In 2001 however, in the Czech Republic atheists and agnostics were 60%, 
Protestant 2% and Catholics 38%; in Slovakia Catholics were 60%, Protestant 
8,4%, Others (Orthodox, Neoprotestants) 21% and agnostics about 10%. Only 6% 
are going to the Church on Sundays in the Czech Lands, and about 33% in 
Slovakia (25). In 1948 Catholics were about 80% of the population in 
Czechoslovakia, and current communist persecutions and indoctrination reduced 
their number to 50% in 40 years. In 10 years of liberty, they lost more faithful than 
under 40 years of persecution. 

During the communist period all the bishops and the Chapter Vicars were 
doctors in theology and the secret bishops had high competences in their lay-work.  

Even the ordinarii intrusi must not be blamed. They tried to defend the 
ecclesiastical structure, to offer a high level academic training, even an ‘official 
dialogue’ with marxism was possible, and the catholic newspaper “Katolicke 
noviny” was freely accessible in the churches. (Rupp 1969, 127-142). Some of 
them cooperated well with the secret ordinaries or other secret bishops too (about 
the high pressure of the StB on the Church after 1975 and the reaction of the 
Roman Curia, see Kaltefleiter 2009, 143-151, 154-157). 

Catholics from other socialist countries (Soviet Union, Albania, Romania, 
Bulgaria) were dreaming at the conditions of the catholics from Czechoslovakia. 
(26) 

The heroism of those bishops and priests who, after having the opportunity 
to trip abroad (Korec in 1969, Davidek in 1981, Špiner in 1979) were turning back 
to persecutions and were working in God’s vineyard without hesitation must be 
respected by everyone. 

Fighting for the Church, exploring and finding new solutions when 
necessary, developing theological questions required by pastoral targets, assuring 
uncompromised pastors, these are the main lessons the Church from 
Czechoslovakia offered us. 

If we speak about the Church from Czechoslovakia between 1948-1989 we 
will find several names like the Secret Church, the Silent Church, the Catacomb 
Church, the Persecuted Churches. 

Was it silent? No, it was not, it spoke loudly, officially and unofficially. 
Was it secret? No, it was not. Everybody knew about, starting with the 

Pope and finishing with the StB. 
Was it in catacombs? No, it was not. It was in all the levels of the society. 
Was it persecuted? Yes, it was and it still is, as everywhere where 

Catholics want to live their faith without compromise, 
It was simply the Ecclesia Militans. 
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ANNEX 1 
A synoptic prospective about the Czechoslovakian Dioceses between 1948-1989 

 
I. Representative of the Holy See: 
– Archb. Saverio Ritter (24.I.1884, Chiavenna – 21.IV.1951, Rome) consecrated 

titular Archbp. of Aegina on 11.VIII.1935, Internuncio in Prague between 1946-1950. In 
16.III.1950 he was expelled out from Czechoslovakia, and worked further in the State 
Secretariate of the Holy See. His main consecrator: Archbp. Eugenio Pacelli (1876-1958). 

Only in 1990 Vatican was able to nominate a new representative there.  
 
II. Archdiocese of Prague (Cz) 
1. – Archb. Josef Beran (29.XII.1888 Plzen – 17.V.1969 Rome), a priest from 

1911, on 4.XI.1946 nominated Archb. of Prague, cons. on 8.XII.1946. His main 
consecrator: Archbp. Saverio Ritter. 

Between 1940-1945 he was interned in Mauthausen and Dachau, later imprisoned 
by the communists between 1950-1963, then kept under strict surveillance. In 22.II.1965 he 
was created cardinal. Expelled from the country in 1965, he had no right to turn back, and 
in Rome was kept under strict control of the Curia, in a golden exile. 

– Auxiliary Bp. Antonin Eltschkner (4.I.1880 Policka – 22.II.1961, Prague ?), 
priest from 1905, on 10.II.1955 nominated titular Bp. of Zephyrium and auxiliary Bp. of 
Prague, consecrated on 19.III.1933. Well known as esperantist scholar also. Under strict 
surveillance after 1950. His main consecrator: Archbp. Karel B. Kašpar (1870-1941), 
Archbp. of Prague. 

– Auxiliary Bp. Kajetán Matoušek (7.VIII.1910, Prague – 21.X.1994) priest from 
1934, nominated titular Bp. of Serigene and coadjutor of Archb. Beran on 29.VIII.1949, 
consecrated on 17.IX.1949. His main consecrator: Bp. Eltschkner. After 1950 he was put in 
prison, then in house arrest, later was allowed to work only as a simple priest. After 1989 
he was recognized as auxiliar Bp. of Prague. 

– Ordinarius intrusus (i.e. nominated by State authorities, not recognized by the 
Holy See) Msgr. Antonin Stehlik – 1951-1972 

– Bp. Eltschkner seems to have consecrated between 1955-1960 as secret Bp. 
Msgr. Mikloš Vaclav Do�ekal (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 102) who later joined P.i.T. movement, a 
line strictly surveilled by the StB. 

2. Archb. František Tomašek (30.VI.1899 Studenka – 4.VIII.1992, Prague), priest 
from 1922, on 12.X. 1949 nominated auxiliar Bp. of Olomouc, titular Bp. of Butus, 
consecrated on 13.X.1949. His main consecrator: Archbp. Josef Matocha. 

From 18.II.1965 was nominated Apostolical Administrator of Prague, and in 
30.XII.1977 Archbp. of Prague (until 27. III.1991, when he retired). 

On 24.V.1976 created cardinal in pectore, in 27.VI.1977 his nomination was 
published. Imprisoned between 1950-1954, under strict surveillance after, until 1968. 

Tomašek was allowed to consecrate two auxiliary Bps.: 
– Bp. Jan Lebeda (23.IV.1913 Prague – 5.XI.1991, Prague), priest since 1937, 

nominated titular Bp. of Novi and auxiliary of Prague in 19.V.1988, consecrated on 
11.VI.1988 

– Bp. Antonin Liška (17.IX.1924 Bohumilice – 15.X.2003), priest since 1951, 
nominated titular Bp. of Vergi and auxiliary of Prague in 19.V.1988, consecrated on 
11.VI.1988. Since 28.VIII.1991 was nominated Bp. of �eske Budejovice. 
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III. Archdiocese of Olomouc (Olmütz) (Cz) 
1. – Archbp. Josef Matocha (14.V.1888, Pitin – 3.XI.1961, Olomouc), priest since 

1914, named Archbp. of Olomouc on 23.III.1948, consecrated on 2.V.1948. His main 
consecrator: Archbp. J. Beran. 

He was also confined by the communists in 1950, and then kept under strict 
surveillance. 

– Auxiliary Bp. František Tomašek (till 1965) seems to have been coadjutor Bp. 
– Auxiliary Bp. Stanislav Zela (12.VII.1893 Horni Netcice – 6.XII.1969, 

Radvanov), priest in 1917, nominated titular Bp. of Harpasa and auxiliar Bp. of Olomouc in 
11.X.1940, consecrated on 11.IX.1941. His main consecrator: Archbp. of Olomouc 
Leopold Pre�an (1866-1947). 

Imprisoned between 1950-1963, after a show trial, after 1963 kept in house arrest. 
Archbp. Matocha consecrated (as main consecrator) on 14.VIII.1949 Bp. Robert 

Pobožny, Ap. Adm. of Rožnava 
– Ordinarii intrusi: 
Msgr. Josef Glogar (17.XII.1891 Bernatice nad Odrou – 11.X.1969), Chapter 

Vicar (vicarius capituli) since 1951, assumed jurisdiction after 1961. 
Msgr. Josef Vrana (17.X.1905, Stribrnice a Kojentina – 30.XI.1987 Olomouc) 

between 1969-1973; belonged to P.i.T. 
Msgr. Frantisek Vymetal between 1987-1989, belonged to P.i.T. 
2. – Apostolic Administrator Msgr. Josef Vrana, priest from 1928, nominated 

titular Bp. of Octabia and Ap. Adm. of Olomouc in 19.II.1973, consecrated on 4.III.1973 
by Archbp. Agostino Casaroli. 

3. – Apostolic Administrator Bp. František Va�ak (28.VI.1916 Vojtechova –
14.IX.1991), priest from 1941, nominated titular Bp. of Assuras and Ap. Adm. of Olomouc 
on 26.VII.1989, consecrated on 26.VIII.1989; since 21.XII.1989 nominated Archbp. of 
Olomouc. His main consecrator: Bp. Antonin Liška. 

 
IV. Diocese of Brno (Brünn) (Cz) 
1. – Bp. Karel Skoupý (30.XII.1886, Lipuvka – 22.II.1972, Brno), priest from 

1911, nominated Bp. of Brno on 3.IV.1946, consecrated on 30.VI.1946. His main 
consecrator: Bp. M. Picha. 

Imprisoned between 1950-1953, under house arrest at Zernuvce between 1953-
1968, allowed to turn back at his diocese in 1968. 

– Ordinarius intrusus: Msgr. Ludvik Horky (15.IX.1913, Ruda – 5.I.2008, 
Vlostište), between 1972-1990. He was a P.i.T. follower and sadly an StB agent. 

2. – Bp. Vojt�ch Cirkle (b. 20.VIII.1946, Brno), priest from 1976, named Bp. of 
Brno in 14.II.1990, consecrated on 31.III.1990; his main consecrator: Archbp. Fr. Va�ak. 

 
V. Diocese of �eske Budejovice (Budweiss) (Cz) 
1. – Bp. Josef Hlouch (26.III.1902, Lipnik – 10.VI.1972, �eske Budejovice), 

priest in 1926, nominated Bp. of C.B. on 25.VI.1947, consecrated on 15.VIII.1947. Main 
consecrator: Archbp. Ritter. 

Between 1950-1963 he was imprisoned, between 1963-1968 he was under house 
arrest, and between 1968-1972 he was allowed to act only as praepositus. 

– Ordinarii intrusi: Msgr. Antonin Titman: 1950-1961  
Msgr. Josef Kavale: 1961-1990 

2. – Bp. Miroslav Vlk (b. 7.V.1932, Lisnice-Sepekov), a priest since 1968 (he was 
former secretary of Bp. Skoupy), acted as a secret priest. Nominated Bp. of C.B. in 
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14.II.1990, was consecrated on 31.III.1990. In 27.III.1991 nominated Archbp. of Prague, 
created cardinal in 26.XI.1994. His main consecrator: Bp. A. Liška. 

 
VI. Diocese of Hradec Kralove (Königgrätz) (Cz) 
1. – Bp. Mauritius Mo�ic Picha (18.IV.1869 Sebetov – 13.XI.1956 Chrudim), a 

priest since 1893, nominated Bp. of H.K. on 23.X.1931, consecrated on 22.XI.1931. He 
was convicted by the communists at Chrudim between 1950-1956. His main consecrator: 
Archbp. Karel Kašpar. 

– Coadjutor Bp. Karel Ot�enašek (13.IV.1920, �eske Mežiri�i – 23.V.2011), 
priest in 1945, nominated titular Bp. of Chersonesus in Creta and Ap. Adm. of H.K. on 
30.III.1950, consecrated on 30.IV. 1950. His main consecrator: Bp. M. Picha. 

He was in jail between 1950-1962, then had to work as a truck driver to a state 
farm. Acted as a secret priest. On 21.XII.1989 nominated Bp. of H.K. (acted until 1998) 
and later Archbp. ad personam. 

– Ordinarii intrusi: Msgr. Vaclav Javurek 1956-1969, died in 2002 
Msgr. Karel Jonaš 1972-1990  
Both belonged to P.i.T. 

 
VII. Diocese of Litome�ice (Leitmeritz) (Cz) 
1. – Bp. Stefan/Stepán Trochta (26.III.1905 Francova Lhota – 6.IV.1974 

Litomerice), salesian priest since 1932, nominated diocesan Bp. on 27.IX.1947, consecrated 
on 16.XI.1947. His main consecrator: Archbp. Ritter. Was confined in Dachau between 
1942-1945 and later by the communists, between 1954-1960. After his imprisonment he 
had to work as building worker. In 1968 was allowed to turn back in his diocesan office. 

In 28.IV.1969 was created cardinal in pectore, and published in 1973. 
– Coadjutor Bp. Ladislav Albert Hlad (3.II.1908 Plze� – 16.XII.1979 Moravce 

Vysve�en) priest since 1930, nominated titular Bp. of Cediae and coadjutor of Trochta, 
consecrated by him on 26.III.1950. Bp. Hlad was in prison between 1958-1963 and then 
surveilled strictly until his death. 

– Ordinarius:  Msgr. Josef Hendrich (b. 21.VIII.1922 Rochov) vicarius capituli 
since 1972, Ordinarius between 1974-1990 

2. – Bp. Josef Koukl (8.XI.1926 Brno – 22.V.2010), priest in 1950, nominated 
diocesan Bp. on 26.VII.1989, consecrated on 27.VIII.1989, retired in 2003. His main 
consecrator: Archbp. F. Tomašek. 

 
VIII. The Apostolic Administration of �esko Tešin (Teschen) (Cz) 
This canonical unit was created from that part of Breslau/Wroclaw diocese which 

turned back to Czechoslovakia in 1945. In 1977 was united with the Archdiocese of 
Olomouc and in 1996 was created the diocese of Ostrava – Opava.  

1. – Apostolic Administrator Msgr. František Onderek (13.X.1888 Burzovi�ic n. 
Fridku – 24.X.1962) between 1947-1962. No bishopal consecration known. 

2. – Ap. Adm. Msgr. Antonin Vesely between 1962-1977 (when he became 
general vicar of the Archdiocese of Olomouc). 

 
IX. Diocese of Spiš  (Szepes) (Sk) 
1. – Bp. Jàn Vojtaššák (14.XI.1877 Zakamenné – 4.VIII.1965 Ri�any), priest in 

1901, nominated Bp. of Spiš on 13.XI.1920, consecrated on 13.II.1921. His main 
consecrator: Archbp. Clemente Micara (1879-1965) internuncio, later Cardinal Vicar of 
Rome. 
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He was imprisoned by the communists between 1950-1963 and than kept under 
strict surveillance and house arrest. 

– Coadjutor Bp. Stefan/István Barnaš (19.I.1900 Slovenska Ves – 16.IV.1964 
Pezinok) priest in 1925, nominated titular Bp. of Conana and coadjutor of Bp. Vojtaššák, 
consecrated by him on 30.X.1949. 

He was in prison between 1950-1960 and then in house arrest in Pezinok. 
– Ordinarii intrusi:  Msgr. Josef Ligoš in 1973 

Msgr. Stefan Garaj 1973-1989 
2. – Bp. František Tondra (b. 4.VI.1936, Spisško Vlachy), priest in 1962, 

nominated diocesan Bp. of S. on 26.VII.1989 consecrated on 9.IX.1989. His main 
consecrator: Cardinal Josef Tomko (b. 1924), tit. Archbp. of Doclea. 

He was professor at Bratislava seminary and in 1982 was banned to teach further. 
 
X. Diocese of Košice (Kaschau, Kassa) (Sk) 
In 1995 became Archdiocese. 
1. – Bp. Stefan/István Madarász (10.VII.1884 Trnava – 8.VIII.1948) priest in 

1907, nominated diocesan Bp. on 19.VII.1939, consecrated on 24.VIII.1939. His main 
consecrator: Cardinal Jusztinián Serédi (1884-1945), Archbp. of Esztergom.  

2. – Apostolic Administrators Bp. Josef �ársky (9.V.1886 Gbely – 11.III.1962 
Košice) priest in 1909, nominated titular Bp. of Thagora and Adm. Ap. of Rožnava on 
30.III.1925, consecrated on 14.VI.1925. Between 1939-1949 he was Adm. Ap. of Prešov, 
since 1949 Adm. Ap. of Košice. In 1950-1951 he was more favorable to P.i.T. His main 
consecrator: Archbp. of Nitra, Karol Kmetko (1875-1948). 

– Ordinarius intrusus: Msgr. Stefan Onderko (b. 22.I.1916) vicarius capituli, 
1962-1990, belonging to P.i.T. 

3. – Bp. Aloiz Tka� (b. 2.III.1934 Ohradzany) priest in 1961, nominated diocesan 
Bp. on 14.II.1990 and consecrated on 17.III.1990. His main consecrator: Cardinal J. Tomko. 

 
XI. Diocese of Banska Bistrica (Besztercebánya, Neusohl) (Sk) 
1. – Bp. Andrej Skrábik (13.V.1882 Rajec – 8.I.1950 B. Bistrica) priest in 1904, 

nominated titular Bp. of Scyrus and auxiliary Bp. of Nitra in 12.VII.1939, consecrated on 
17.IX.1939. On 21.VIII.1943 was nominated diocesan Bp. of B.B. His main consecrator: 
Bp. K. Kmetko. 

– Ordinarii intrusi:  Msgr. Ján Dechet (28.VI.1906 Radosina – 10.VI.1968) 
between 1950-1968  

Msgr. Josef Feranec between 1968-1973 
2. – Bp. Josef Feranec (14.III.1910 Pobedim – 3.V.2003) priest in 1932 in 

19.II.1973 nominated diocesan Bp. of B.B. and consecrated on 3.III.1973. He retired 
himself in 14.II.1990. He belonged to the P.i.T. His main consecrator: Archbp. A. Casaroli. 

 
XII. Diocese of Nitra (Nyitra, Niedrau) (Sk) 
1. – Bp. Karol Kmetko (12.XII.1875 Velko Drzkova – 22.XII.1948) priest in 1899, 

nominated diocesan Bp. on 13.XI.1920, consecrated on 13.II.1921. Main consecrator: 
Archbp. Clemente Micara. 

2. – Apostolic Administrator Bp. Eduard Nécsey (9.II.1892 Oslany – 19.VI.1968 
Nitra), priest in 1915, on 12.III.1943 nominated titular Bp. of Velicia and auxiliary Bp. of 
Nitra, consecrated on 16.V.1943 and in 1949 Apostolic Administrator of Nitra. His main 
consecrator: Bp. Kmetko. 

– Ordinarius intrusus: Msgr. Ján Pasztor 1968-1973 
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3. – Bp. Ján Pasztor (27.I.1912 Prievidza – 8.XI.1988 Nitra) priest in 1934, 
nominated diocesan Bp. on 19.II.1973, consecrated on 3.III.1973. Main consecrator: 
Archbp. A. Casaroli. 

4. – Bp. Ján Chryzostom Korec SI (22.I.1924 Bošany), priest in 1950, consecrated 
as secret Bp. on 24.III.1951 by Bp. Pavol Maria Hnilica; he acted as a secret priest.  

He was imprisoned between 1958-1968 (with a sentence of 12 years reclusion), in 
July 1969 was able to visit Rome and to meet Pope Paul VI. After his return, his 
rehabilitation was cancelled in 1974 but due to his illness was pardoned to serve other 4 
years of prison. He could work only as windows-cleaner and in public salubrity service. 
Was very active in Ecclesia Militans. 

On 6.II.1990 was nominated diocesan Bp. of Nitra (retired in 2005); and created 
cardinal on 28.VI.1991. 

 
XIII. Diocese of Rožnava (Rozsnyo, Rosenau) (Sk) 
1. – After the death of Bp. Michal Bubnic (1872-1945, Bp. 1939-1945) Rožnava 

received an Apostolic Administrator: Bp. Robert Pobožny (30.V.1890 Tisovec – 9.VI.1972) 
nominated as Adm. Ap. and titular Bp. of Neila on 25.VII.1949 (he was priest since 1913) 
and consecrated on 14.VIII.1949. His main consecrator: Archbp. J. Matocha. He was under 
strict surveillance between 1950-1972. 

However on 2.I.1951 he was able to consecrate Bp. Pavol Maria Hnilica SI as 
secret Bp. 

– Ordinarii intrusi: Msgr. Zoltán Belák, between 1972-1988  
Msgr. Tibor Spišak, between 1988-1990 

2. – Bp. Eduard Kojnok (b. 1933, Velko Suchó), priest in 1956, nominated 
diocesan Bp. on 14.II.1990, consecrated on 18.III.1990, resigned in 2005. His main 
consecrator: Cardinal J. Tomko. 

 
XIV. Apostolic Administration of Trnava (Nagyszombat, Tyrnau) (Sk)  
Trnava was Apostolic Administration between 1922-1977 when was erected as an 

Archdiocese. In 1995 received the name of Bratislava-Trnava. 
1. – Apostolic Administrator Bp. Ambroz Lazik (7.XII.1897 Trstin – 20.IV.1969 

Trnava), priest in 1922, nominated Adm. Ap. of Trnava in 8.VI.1947, nominated titular Bp. 
of Appia on 25.VII.1949 and consecrated on 14.VIII.1949. Main consecrator: Archbp. J. 
Matocha. He was isolated by the communists between 1950-1951 and then kept under 
surveillance. 

– Auxiliary Bp. Michal Buzalka (18.IX.1885 Svaty Antol – 7.XII.1961, Tabor), 
priest in 1908, in 17.III.1938 nominated titular Bp. of Cone and auxiliary Bp. of Trnava. 
Consecrated on 25.V.1938 by Cardinal Raffaele Carlo Rossi (1876-1948), titular Archbp. 
of Thessalonica. 

He was in prison between 1950-1956 and then at house arrest in Decin and in 
Tabor. 

– Bp. Buzalka was able to consecrate on 29.IV.1950 as secret Bp. Msgr. Anton 
Richter (13.VI.1899 Stos – 29.VI.1975 Pezink), priest in 1922. Bp. Richter was imprisoned 
between 1950-1959, worked as priest in Pernek between 1959-1969 and allowed to be 
nominated diocesan Canon (canonicus) in 1969. 

2. – Apostolic Administrator Bp. Julius Gabriš (5.XII.1913 Tesarske Mlynani – 
13.XI.1987 Trnava), priest in 1938, nominated on 19.II.1973 titular Bp. of Decoriana and 
Adm. Ap. of Trnava. Was consecrated on 3.III.1973. Main consecrator: Archbp. A. 
Casaroli. 
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3. – Bp. Ján Sokol (b. 9.X.1933 Jacovce), priest in 1957, nominated titular Bp. of 
Luni and auxiliary Bp. of Trnava on 19.V.1988, was consecrated on 12.VI.1988. In 
26.VII.1989 was nominated Archbp. of Trnava. In 2009 he retired himself.  His main 
consecrator: Archbp. Francesco Colasuonno (1925-2003) of Truentum, later Cardinal. 

 
XV. Greek Catholic Diocese of Prešov (Eperjes, Priašev) (Sk) 
1. – Blessed Bp. Pavel Peter Gojdi� OSBM (17.VII.l888 Pillar Peklany –

17.VII.1960 Leopoldov) priest in 1911, joined OSBM in 1923, nominated Adm. Ap. of 
Prešov on 14.IX.1926, nominated titular Bp. of Harpassa in 7.III.1927 and consecrated on 
25.III.1927. On 11.IV.1940 nominated as diocesan Bp. of Prešov. After 28.IV.1950 when 
the State authorities declared the Greek-Catholic Church of Czechoslovakia united with the 
Orthodox one, Bp. Gojdi� was under house arrest and then put in prison, where he stayed 
between 1950-1960 (he died there). In 2001 was proclaimed Blessed. His main consecrator: 
Bp. Dionýz Nyáradi (1874-1940), Bp. of Križevci. 

– Auxiliar Bishop Vasil/Bazil Hopko, Blessed (21.IV.1904 Hrabske – 23.VII.1976 
Prešov), priest since 1929, on 9.XI.1946 was nominated titular Bp. of Midila and auxiliary 
Bp. of Prešov, and on 11.V.1947 consecrated. He was in prison between 1950-1968; in 
1968 the Greek-Catholic Church received again freedom from the State authorities, but Bp. 
Hopko had his health destroyed, and he was kept in house arrest until his death. Beatified in 
2003. His main consecrator: Bp. Gojdi�. 

– Bl. Bp. Pavel Peter Gojdi� nominated in late 1949/early 1950 the following 
prelates as ordinarii substituti: 

1) Bp. Basil Hopko  
2) P. Mikulaš Russnak, Th. Dr. (30.IV.1878 Sopkovcy – 1.XII.1954 Bratislava) 
3) P. Ján Kokin�ak 
4) P. Michal Szabados (died 2.IX.1984 Viszlo, Hu) 
5) P. Myron Podhajecky, following this order (Borza 2011, 95). We don’t know if 

they were secretly consecrated as bishops or not. Rumors circulated about Msgr. Dr. Myron 
Podhajecky to be consecrated as Bp.. Msgr. Podhajecky (16.VI.1911 �ir� – 3.IX. 1995 
�ir�) was professor of theology at Prešov between 1941-1950, was also imprisoned. Later 
was able to practice his ministry openly after 1968 and organized a Museum of Ruthenian 
Traditions in �ir�. 

2. – Apostolic Administrator: P. Ján Hirka (b. 16.XI.1923 Abramovce), priest in 
1949, nominated Adm. Ap. of Prešov on 2.IV.1969. 

He was nominated Bp. of Prešov in 21.XII.1989 and consecrated on 17.II.1990. 
He retired in 2002. His main consecrator: Cardinal J. Tomko. 

 
XVI. Greek-Catholic Diocese of Munka� (Munkacs, Muka�evo, Muncaci) in 

Karpatho-Ucraine (Kárpátálja, Zakarpatska Ukraina, Podkarpatska Rus.) 
Even if Czechoslovakia renounced formally in 29.VI.1945 to Karpatho-Ucraine, 

the resistance fighters for the Faith were once Czechoslovak citizens. Ukrainians 
(Ruthenes/Rusyns), Hungarians, Romanians, Slovakians and Germans were constituting 
there a big family. (Botlik 1997, 271-298; Birtz 2007, 56-59) 

1. – Apostolic Administrator Blessed Bp. Theodor Romža (14.IV.1911 Velyky 
By�kiv – 1.XI.1947 Munka�, killed by KGB), consecrated titular Bp. of Appia in 8.IX.1944 
(Julian calendar) / 21.IX.1944 (Gregorian calendar), nominated Adm. Ap. of Munka� in 
24.IX.1944. Beatified in 2001. His main consecrator: Bp. Miklos Dudás (1902-1972), Bp. 
of Hajdudorogh. 

– Coadjutor Bp. Alexander Chira (17.I.1897 Irhoc – 25.V.1983 Karaganda, 
Kazakhstan), consecrated by Bp. Romža on late September 1944, became Adm. Ap. of 
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Munka� after the death of Bp. Romža until February 1949 when he was arrested, deported 
in GULAG, and then from 1956 in strict surveillance in Karaganda. Died in fame of 
sainthood. 

– Adm. Ap. Bp. Péter Orosz (1917 Hust – 28.VIII.1953 Beregkisfalu, killed by a 
Soviet agent) consecrated Bp. by Romža on 19.XII.1944 (Gregorian calendar) / 6.XII.1944 
(Julian calendar), he became Adm. Ap. after the arrest of Bp. Chira. Bp. Orosz had to guide 
his diocese after the Soviet authorities declared the Greek-Catholic Church from K-Ucraine 
to be united with the Orthodox one, in 25.VIII.1949. 

– Adm. Ap. Msgr. Miklos Murany, for the Latins (1911 Bereznye – 12.I.1979 
Ungvar, Ung, Uzhorod) nominated for the Latins by Bp. Chira in 1948, became Ordinarius 
substitutus for the Greek-Catholics also in 1953. 

– Bp. Chira consecrated as Coadjutor Bp. Ivan Semedyi (26.VI.1921 Mala 
Kopanya/Alsoveresmarton – 6.XII.2008), on 24.VIII.1978 who, after the death of Chira, 
became Adm. Ap. of M. In 16.I.1991 he was nominated Bp. of Munka�. 

– On 25.XI.1980 in Karaganda, Bp. Chira consecrated Bp. Jozafat Vasil Kavatsiv 
(died in 2009) 

– Bp. Chira consecrated on 15.III.1983 as auxiliary Bp. Josif Holova� 
(11.VIII.1924 Mistice – 18.VI.2000) who in 16.I.1991 was nominated titular of Sozopolis 
in Haemimonto. 

– Auxiliary Bp. Ivan Marghity� (4.II.1921 Borjavske – 7.IX.2003) was 
consecrated by Bp. Sofronyi Dmyterko (1917-2008) on 10.XI.1987 as auxiliar Bp. for M. 
In 16.I.1991 he was nominated titular of Scopelus in Haeminonto. 

Observation: It may be presumed that Bp. Chira was consecrated on 27.IX.1944 
(Gregorian style) / 14.IX.1944 (Julian style) during the Feast of the H. Cross. Bp. Romža 
used to consecrate his bishops on liturgical feasts.  

 

ANNEX 2 
About State of Necessity and Law of Necessity 

Between the Coup d’Etat from February 1948 and the Velvet Revolution from 
1989 the Catholic Church from Czechoslovakia was under high pressure: its properties 
were confiscated, it had no right to have public schools, no freedom of expression was 
allowed, no opportunity to announce freely the Gospel, no direct contacts with the Holy See 
were permitted, the recognized by State churchmen were always in danger to loose their 
license when they became too active, the monastic life was persecuted, etc.  

All these (and more) are symptoms of the state of necessity. E. Eichmann and K. 
Morsdorf give us the following definition: 

“A grave inconvenience or necessity is a situation of constraint such as, without 
his fault, the person in difficulty is physically or morally obliged to do something against 
the law in order to avoid the danger. This may be a threat against his spiritual goods, his 
life, his freedom or other earthly goods.” (Fulham 2002; Birtz 2006, 197) 

Some commentators (Fulham, Fulham 2002) are even precising some degrees of 
necessity: 

1. Ordinary (common) spiritual necessity – any sinner finds himself in ordinary 
circumstances 

2. Grave spiritual necessity – a soul is threatened in spiritual goods of great 
importance. 

3. Spiritual necessity almost extreme: status of a soul which without someone’s 
help, could be rescued only with great difficulty. 

4. Extreme spiritual necessity – the status of a soul which, without the help of 
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someone else, could not be able to be saved (but only with such a difficulty) that the soul’s 
salvation could be considered morally impossible. 

5. General grave (public) spiritual necessity – when several souls find themselves 
threatened in spiritual goods of great importance (faith or morals). 

It is easy to observe that the fifth state was corresponding to the Church in 
Czechoslovakia and other socialist countries. 

In the CIC 1917 canons 2205, § 2-4 and 2219 are very important for our matter. 
Can. 2205 precises that no penalty is incurred by a person forced by a necessity to act 
against the law; however when the act is intrinsecally evil a smaller penance then the 
prescribed one must be given. Can. 2219, § 1 states that in penalties the most benign 
interpretation of the law must be followed. 

Now in CIC 1917 can. 2370 states that the consecration of a bishop without the 
Pontifical mandate must be punished with suspension; can. 953 requires the Pontifical 
mandate to consecrate a bishop. Episcopal consecrations without Pontifical mandate were 
punished since 9.IV.1951 with the excommunication latae sententiae (for both consecrator 
and receiver) by a Decree given by the Council Congregation (AAS 1951, 43, 217-218). 
The Decree was given to prevent the creation of schismatic churches in China and 
elsewhere in the communist world, under the pressure of those authorities. The Decree was 
not intented to act against the faithful Catholics, who remained resistant to the communist 
pressure. More, according to can. 2205 § 3-4 an ipso facto penalty cannot be applied when 
existing attenuating circumstance. 

CIC 1983 in can. 1323, § 5-8, can. 1324 § 1, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 1345 are stating that no 
penalty is incurred by a person forced by a necessity to act against the law; an action 
incurring a punishment, but performed in order to avoid a danger, is not exempted from a 
sanction if it is intrinsically evil or brings prejudice to other souls. In circumstances of 
necessity the violator of the law not incur any latae sententiae penalty. 

So the consecration of a bishop (which is not an act intrinsically evil) without 
Pontifical mandate, punished by CIC 1983 can. 1382 with excommunication latae 
sententiae cannot be applied mechanically during the state of necessity. 

The several traditional Catholic groups from Occident are invoking the state of 
spiritual necessity, especially when seeing the libertinage in liturgical matters, genuine 
theology, etc. And at least some of them are not at all wrong; it is one reason why H.H. 
Pope Benedict XVI cancelled the excommunication of the bishops of St. Pius X 
Brotherhood. The state of necessity imposes some changes of the canonical law. Some 
penalties are not applied, other are diminished, other cannot be imposed. Therefore the state 
of necessity generates the law of necessity. Some facts from the XXth century are relevant: 

I. The case of Greek-Catholic Metropolite Ven. Andrej Szepticky (1865-1944) 
He received during 1907-1908 from St. Pius X extensive privileges to create an 

Exarchate in Russia. Now the Russian Empire (especially after 1905) was far more liberal, 
more democratic, more tolerant than the Soviet regime. Some privileges given by St. Pius X 
to Szepticky in 14.II.1908, 18.II.1908 and 28.II.1908 were fully significant: 

– he was able to consecrate bishops without the knowledge of the State Secretary 
of the Holy See 

– he was able to give special faculties in celebrating the Holy Liturgy 
– he was able do dispense in several reserved cases 
– his priests could be provided with special faculties on absolution 
– he could call local synods 
– when special circumstances required, communion in sacris with the Orthodox 

were allowed. 
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Szepticky was enough prudent not to use all these faculties and not to disturb the 
activity of Alexis Zercianinov, the official Exarch for Russia (nominated in 22.V.1908). 
After 1917 when Ucrainian interests became more important, he was not so much 
concerned with the Russian affairs, even if he kept a strong attention on Soviets 
(Korolevskij, 1964, 197-204). 

II. The case of Bishop Michel d’Herbigny (1880-1957), who was charged by Pope 
Pius XI to restore the Catholic hierarchy under the Soviet Rule. He was consecrated as 
bishop on 29.III.1926, secretly, in Berlin by Msgr. Eugenio Pacelli (future Pope Pius XII) 
and was provided with all the privileges of the Pontiffs, except three of them, strictly 
reserved to the person of the Pope: 

– to dispense the marriage of the roman-catholic priests (intended to allow them to 
contract a legitimate religious marriage, and to celebrate further the Sacraments) 

– to dispense from blood consanguinity  
– to absolve those who attacked the earthly possessions of the Holy See. 
However, due to lack of discretion, his mission failed. (Lesourd, 1976, 65-66). 
III. The Mexican Faculties 
Since 1911 in Mexico all the governments had a pleasure to persecute the Catholic 

Church. However the persecution came to an apex during the regime of president Plutarco 
Calles (1926) culminating with the revolt of the Cristeros. Pope Pius XI gave several 
documents concerning the situation of the Church in Mexico: The Apostolic Letter 
“Paterna sane sollicitudo” (2.II.1926), the Encyclicals “Inisque aflictisque nominis” 
(18.XI.1926), “Acerba animi” (29.IX.1932), “Nos es muy conocida” (28.III.1937). These 
magisterial documents were doubled with some canonical and disciplinary instructions for 
the missioners and the ordinary clergy from Mexico and Central America: “Privilegia ac 
ditionem Americae Latinae” (30.IV.1929, AAS 1929, 21, p. 554-557) later confirmed in 
1939 and then in 1949 by Pope Pius XII (“Decretum de facultatibus et gratiis pro America 
Latina”, 26.III.1949, AAS 1949, 41, 189-191). 

However some special instructions were given secretly to the ordinaries from 
Mexico (not printed in AAS): 

– the faculties to organise secretly the Church, and in state of grave necessity to 
consecrate bishops without Pontifical mandate 

– some liturgical privileges 
– some disciplinary dispenses. 
IV. The case of the Ruthenien Bishop Blessed Theodore Romža: When the Soviet 

Army was invading Romania, Hungary, Karpatho-Ukraine (autumn 1944) Bishop Romža, 
recently nominated Apostolic Administrator of the greek-catholic Diocese of Munkács 
(Munka�, Muka�evo) consecrated on autumn 1944 two secret bishops Msgr. Alexander 
Chira (1897-1983) and Péter Orosz (1917-1953). Contacts with all diplomatic 
representatives of the Holy See were broken and impossible, due to war conditions. 

V. Persecution of the Catholic Church increased epidemically in Eastern Europe 
after 1945. At least in Romania for both rites and for the Hungarian, Romanian and German 
Latin Rite faithful was issued a general Decree “De nominatione substitutorum” 
(29.VI.1948) followed by “Facultates specialissimae” (29.VII.1948) (Tempfli 2002, 963-
971; Birtz 2007, 16, 88-95; F�g�ra	-Birtz 2007, 133-139).  

In 29.IV.1950 the Congregation for Concile issued a new Decree, for all the 
socialist countries (29.VI.1950) (AAS 1950, 42, 601-602; Tempfli 2002, 984-985) which 
stated the prohibition for every catholic churchman to obtain benefits from illegal church 
authorities or State officials. 

For Czechoslovakia similar special instructions were given. The Slovak periodical 
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“Rodinne Spolo�enstvo” (4.IV.1989, nr. 24) is publishing the text (mentioned by 
Gansrigler 1991, 109). For Czechoslovakia were issued some specifically pontifical 
documents also: 

1. A Decree of the H. Congregation of the H. Office – “Schismatica «Actio 
Catholica» in Cecoslovachia damnatur” (20.VI.1949; AAS 1949, 41, 333) (Razék, 2005, 
278). 

2. A Declaration of the Congregation for the Consistory about matters concerning 
the situation in Czechoslovakia (17.III.1951, AAS 1951, 43, 173-174) where all those who 
aggressed Church officials, those who were impelling the legitimate Church authorities to 
take jurisdiction, who accept illegitimate or illegal Church benefits are excommunicated, 
their absolution being reserved to the Holy See.  

3. An Apostolic Letter of the Pope Pius XII to all the faithful from Czechoslovakia 
(18.X.1951) (AAS 1951, 43, 768-772).  

During the communist yoke in Czechoslovakia these documents were creating the 
canonical status for the state of necessity. Similar documents were issued for other socialist 
countries (ex. for Romania the excommunication of Priests for Peace Movement in 
2.V.1950 – Tempfli 2002, 979-980, or the excommunication of those who abuses against 
the legitimate pastors 17.IX.1951 – AAS 1951, 43, 603, etc.) 

VI. For the Catholic Church from the People’s Republic of China which is faithful 
to the Holy See some special privileges were issued by the Congregation for Evangelization 
(De Propaganda Fide) in 27.VI.1978 (Nr. 3242/78) (Chan 1987, 458-442).  

Therefore accusing the bishops from Czechoslovakia who tried to save the Church 
providing other bishopal consecrations, without State involvement, seems to prove a lack of 
documentation.  

A strange issue however occurred during this research:  Bp. Stanislav Krátký, Bp. 
Fridolin Zahradnik, and the early scholars who studied the aspects of the Militant Church of 
Czechoslovakia are speaking about “the Mexican Faculties” (Gansrigler 1991, 65-66, 78, 
99, 109) stating that they were obtained by “Mons. Verolino in 1948”. From this point the 
information spread everywhere (Kaplan 1986, Dunn 1996, Fulham 2002) even in an article 
on Wikipedia.  

Between 1946-1950 the Internuncio at Prague was Archbp. Saverio Ritter, 
expelled out from the country in 16.III.1950, working later in the State Secretary of the 
Holy See.  

Mons. Gennaro Verolino (3.XI.1906 Napoli – 17.XI.2005 Rome) priest in 1928, 
was working in the diplomacy of the Holy See, being since 1944 Secretary of the Apostolic 
Nunciature in Budapest (Hungary). Here he was very active helping Hebrews to avoid 
deportation and persecution, offering them diplomatic documents. On 5.IX.1951 was 
consecrated titular Archbp. of Corinthus, being nominated Internuncio for Salvador and 
Guatemala (1951-1957) then Nuncio in Costa Rica (1957-1963). Later he worked in the 
State Secretary of the Holy See. He was declared “Just among the Gentiles”. 

So in 1948 he (Verolino) was not even bishop; more probable is that he traveled in 
Czechoslovakia between 1948-1950 to help the activity of Archbp. Ritter.  

It’s evident that the possession of the documents issued by the Holy See 
concerning the special faculties, the excommunications of the intrusers, etc, was considered 
a proof of “anti-socialist” activity, or for the espionage for the Holy See, transgressions 
punished severely in each socialist country, not only in Czechoslovakia. Therefore these 
documents are rare, and confusion may occur. Some other useful observation must be done.  

The Decree “De nominatione substitutorum” from 1948 (which most probably 
was proposed in Czechoslovakia also) is stating that the residential Bp. (the diocesan one) 
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has to nominate two priests, which, when the Bp. is in captivity, confined, exilated or 
unable, even through letters, to communicate with his diocese, have to take the government 
of the same, succeeding in that order established by the Bp. Those priests, when the Bp. is 
dead, [and a Chapter Vicar (vicarius capitulare) cannot be elected], will succeed one after 
the another. They also will provide to announce the Holy See about taking their office. 

The Decree establishes a fundamental practice; that of nomination. 
In fact legitimacy is granted by the nomination in charge of someone by his 

superior. More precisely, by the his legitimate superior. 
Communists were adopting the elective practice, so that a Chapter Vicar was 

elected after their “recommendation” (pressure and black-mail). Hence the clash between 
the nominating practice and the elective one, clash met through all the socialist countries 
where the Catholic Church was in necessity. 

If we observe the data of consecrations of the Bps. in 1949-1950: 
1. Bp. Robert Pobožny, titular of Neila, cons. on 14.VIII.1949 by Bp. Josef 

Matocha and Bp. Ján Vojtaššak, for Rožnava 
2. Bp. Ambròz Lazik, titular of Appia, cons. on 14.VIII.1949 by Archbp. Josef 

Matocha, for Trnava 
3. Bp. Kajetán Matoušek, titular of Serigene, cons. on 17.IX.1949 by Bp. Antonin 

Eltschkner, for Prague 
4. Bp. František Tomašek, titular of Butus, cons. on 13.X.1949 by Bp. Josef 

Matocha, for Olomouc 
5. Bp. Stefan Barnaš, titular of Conana, cons. on 30.X.1949, by Bp. Ján Vojtaššák, 

for Spiš. 
6. Bp. Ladislav Hlad, titular of Cediae, cons. on 26.III.1950 by Bp. Stepán 

Trochta, for Litomerice 
7. Bp. Anton Richter, consecrated by Bp. Michal Buzalka on 29.IV.1950, for 

Trnava 
8. Bp. Karel Ot�enašek, titular Chersonesus in Creta, cons. on 30.IV.1950, for 

Hradec Kralove, by Bp. M. Picha 
9. According to some (Wolters) Msgr. Myron Podhajecky was also consecrated 

during that time (certain is he was nominated as Ordinarius substitutus). 
We can see that the first two of them were in fact residential ordinaries (Ordinarii 

diecesani) and the others, presented generally as “auxiliary bishops” of their dioceses, were 
consecrated during the promulgation of the laws 217/14.X.1949, 218/14.X.1949 and 219-
223/18.X.1949 (laws which established from the part of the State the official persecution of 
the Church) or immediate after. Those bishops were in fact (secretly) designated as the 
“reserve” to lead their dioceses, when the ordinaries were blocked to do so. So they in fact 
were coadjutors. We don’t know yet the title of Bp. Richter (if he had one – it seems he had 
none), sign of the increasing of the pressure (the Internuncio Richter was expelled in 
16.III.1950). Later, Bp. Pobožny will consecrate in 2.I.1951 as secret Bp. Pavol Maria 
Hnilica, SI who on 24.VIII will consecrate Bp. Ján Chryzostom Korec SI. 

Those Chapter Vicars, elected with pressure of State authorities, are ordinarii 
intrusi, intruders. However even they will try, at least some of them, to cooperate with the 
legitimate ecclesiastic authorities, and with the resistant clergy, too. 

The special faculties are not only “mexican”. Before and after the Mexico 
persecutions, they where well used in Eastern Europe. 
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ANNEX 3 
Secret Bishops Consecrated near Those Following the 1948 Special Faculties 

We will try to present those whose consecration is certain, or at least they were 
presumed to be consecrated. This list can be always adapted after new documents are 
discovered. 

A. Bp. Mikloš Vaclav Do�ekal (1923 – II.1986) (Cz) was consecrated during 
1950-1960 by Bp. Antonin Eltschkner. No more data are known yet. (Wolters; Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 102). 

B. Bp. Emil Procházka (Cz) it is presumed that he was consecrated on 1953. 
Consecrator not known yet. (Wolters). 

C. Bp. Felix Maria Davidek (12.I.1921 Chrlice/Brno – 16.VIII.1988 Brno) (Cz) 
consecrated: 

1) on 3.XII.1967 Bp. Eugen Jàn Ko�iš (b. 25.VI.1926 Pozdilslovce) (Sk), a greek-
catholic priest since 1951, who was in prison between 1958-1962. He was a priest in 
Klemov, and a presumed successor of Bl. Bp. Pavel Gojdi�. On 15.V.2004 he was 
reconsecrated “sotto conditibne” receiving the title of Abrittum, auxiliary of Prague. 
(Gansrigler 1991, 63, 134; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 83-84, 163-164) 

2) on 24.III.1968 Bp. Ivan Ljavinec (b. 18.IV.1923 Volovec) (Sk); a greek-
catholic priest since 1946, nominated in 18.I.1996 Apostolic Exarch for the Greek Rite of 
the Czech Republic, reconsecrated conditionally in 30.III.1996 receiving the title of 
Acalissus. He retired in 2003. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 83-84, 163-164) 

3) on 27.VIII.1968 Bp. Stanislav Krátký (11.XI.1922 Brno Zabrdovice –
13.XI.2010 Rajhrad) (Cz), a priest since 1946, later deported, who had to work in building 
constructions, then in car driving, in computers. He was active secretly consecrating priests 
and offering theological instructions. After 1989 he was professor of theology and between 
1999-2010 Prevost of the Chapter of Mikolov, (Gansrigler 1991, 25, 51, 55-70; Fiala-
Hanuš 2004, 84-85, 144) 

4) on 22.VIII.1968 Bp. Ing. Jan Ji�i Georg Pojer (6.II.1934 – 20.VIII.2006) (Cz), a 
high qualified engineer, who in 1972 established himself, through marriage in Switzerland. 
He renounced to active priesthood, having a nice lay professional career. (Gansrigler 1991, 
122, 131; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 85, 97-99; Koller-Küng-Križan 2011, 158-168) 

5) on August 1968 Bp. Josef Dvo�ák (Cz) who later renounced also to the 
priesthood. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 85) 

6) on August 1968 Bp. Dobroslav M. Kabelka O Praem (Cz) (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 
85, 106-107, 114) 

7) on 28.IX.1970 Bp. Josef Blahnik (1918-1989) (Cz). Fiala-Hanuš are precising 
the year as 1968, Wolters as 1970 

8) on 28.XI.1970 Bp. Dr. Martin Hrb�a (11.IX.1924-29.VIII.2002) (Sk) a priest 
since 1954, active in the diocesan Curia of Trnava and in Brezovice (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 85) 

9) on 15.VIII.1971 Bp. Dr. Jind�ich Pešek (22.IV.1908 Kameneck – 21.XI.1980 
Poli�e) (Cz) a salesian missionary in Ecuador, a priest since 1942 with studies in Barcelona. 
He was in prison between 1949-1955, later he finished politechnical studies. (Gansrigler 
1991, 63, 134; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 107) 

10) on August 1972 Bp. Oskar Formanek SI (7.IX.1915 Lysy pod Makitou – 
21.VII.1991) (Sk) a Jesuit since 1934, a priest since 1945. (Gansrigler 1991, 63, 115, 134; 
Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 106) 

11) on August 1972 Bp. Dr. Marián Potaš OSBM (2.III.1918 Prešov-23.II.2006 
Prešov) (Sk) a basilitan monk since 1939, active in Karpato-Ukraine, a priest since 1943. 
After 1950 he did 10 years of prison. He had to work as a manual worker, and after 1968 
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was allowed to serve in several parishes. Between 1970-1994 he was the protoegumen of 
the basilitans from Czechoslovakia. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 106-107). He was also a Canon of 
the diocese of Prešov 

12) on 2.III.1973 Bp. Ji�i Krpalek (b. 6.IX.1931 Brno) (Cz) active as a parish priest 
in Kurim. One of the most trustful friends of Bp. Davidek. In 2008 he received the title of 
“Monsignor”. (Gansrigler 1991, 131,134; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 106, 113-114, 141-142) 

13) on 15.III.1973 Bp. Ivan Siard Klement O Praem (Cz) active as a parish priest 
in Stare Riši. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 106-107, 114) 

14) on December 1978 Bp. Václav Razik (1921-1984) (Cz) a priest from Brno, 
later active in Moravske Budejovice. He was active in Scout Movement and in Catholic 
Action (the genuine one) and was also imprisoned (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 107, 109-111) 

15) on 6.X.1979 Bp. Dušan Špiridion Špiner (7.II.1950 Vydrnik) (Sk). He studied 
theology in Bratislava, being a priest in 1973. In 1976 his ministry license was cancelled by 
the State authorities and he had to work as a boiling worker. He was very active secretly, 
keeping contacts with cardinal Wyszynski and even ordaining priests for the Soviet Union. 
He also was the secret Prior of the Knightly Order of Malta. After 1990 he consigned a 
doctorate in philosophy, and now is functioning as an associate professor at the Palatine 
University of Olomouc (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 107-108, 111-114, 140-142). 

16) on 4.XII.1984 Bp. Dr. Josef Hinterhölzl (16.V.1915) (Cz), a priest since 1939, 
and the spiritual director of Bp. Davidek. He was active in Moravia. 

17) on 18.XII.1987 Bp. Dr. Karel Chytil (15.IX.1920-15.IX.2002) (Cz) a married 
priest, who studied theology in Rome, England and sociology in Prague. He was active in 
Brandys nad Labem. (Dunn 1996; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 142). 

D. Bp. Ján Eugen Ko�iš consecrated on 24.VIII.1969 Bp. Ing. Bed�ich Provaznik 
(31.V.1936 Tisovci – 4.II.2007 Ostrova�ich/Brno) (Cz) who graduated the Politechnical 
School from Brno. He was very active underground. In 2007 he was nominated Papal 
Prelate. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 84, 97-99, 100). After 1990 he was active in pastoration too. 

E. Bp. Bed�ich Provaznik consecrated on 24.X.1970 Bp. Fridolin Zahradnik (b. 
16.IX.1935 Rychnove nad Knežnou) (Cz) a married priest since 1969 (ordained by Bp. 
Ko�iš). (Gansrigler 1991, 63, 66, 93-112; Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 98-102). 

It was presumed (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 100) that Bp. Bed�ich Provaznik consecrated 
on 1971 Bp. Ján Krajnák (10.VII.1924 – 25.II.2005) (Sk). According to his personal 
confession, published in this volume, he never received a bishopal consecration. 

F. Bp. Fridolin Zahradnik consecrated: 
1) on 1973 Bp. Josef Jindra (+1977) (Cz) a priest from Kunvald (Fiala-Hanuš 

2004, 100). 
2) on 14.VI.1975 Bp. Dr. Nikodem Mikulaš Krett, OSBM (3.X.1912 Folvark – 

29.IV.1983 Mihalovce) (Sk), a priest since 1938, acting in the diocese of Prešov. He was in 
prison between 1949-1954 and 1955-1969, then active in Košice. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 98-
102, 109). 

3) on 14.VI.1975, together with Bp. Krett, they consecrated Bp. Bartolomej 
Urbanec (b. 17.VIII.1937 Lipovci) (Sk) a priest from the diocese of Košice. (Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 100). 

4) on 29.V.1982 Bp. Ján Konzál (b. 5.V.1936 Zbuzany-Trebonice) (Cz), author of 
several studies and samizdat literature. He was in contact with Miroslav Vlk (the future 
cardinal), the future bishops Dominik Duka and Václav Dvo�ák or with the distinguished 
theologians Oto Mádr and Josef Zv��ina SI. Bp. Konzál had several pseudonyms KK, Karel 
Klein, Karel Malý. Now he is leading the “Getsemany” Community, being involved also in 
ecumenical studies. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 101-102; Koller-Küng-Križan 2011, 189-203, 244). 

5) on 29.V.1982 Bp. Pavel Hajek, a priest from Hradec Kralove diocese 
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(Gansrigler 1991, 102; Fiala-Hanuš 101). 
6) it is presumed (Wolters) that Bp. Sergej Kovc (29.VIII.1911-9.XI.2000) (Sk), a 

greek-catholic priest was consecrated by Bp. Zahradnik 
G. Bp. Nikodem Mikulaš Krett OSBM consecrated: 
1) in 1981 Bp. Ondrej Fogaš (b. 9.XII.1945) (Sk) a greek-catholic priest from 

Lenartov (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 100) since 1972 
2) in 1981 Bp. Anton Novobilský (b. 9.II.1936 Zemplinske Hamre) (Sk) a roman-

catholic priest since 1974 in Košice. (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 100). 
H. Two Hungarian secret bishops were consecrated by Bp. Davidek, Provaznik or 

Zahradnik in 1970 (Wolters, Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 100): 
1) Bp. Gyula Parádi (b. 1931) 
2) Bp. Jozsef Rédei (1921-12.XI.2003) with the assistance of Bp. Parádi.  
They were consecrated when the forced exile of Cardinal Jozsef Mindszenty was 

planned (by the Ostpolitik fellows) and the Church status in Hungary was uncertain. It is 
reported that Parádi was the main consecrator of Rédei. Bp. Parádi has belonging to the 
Esztergom Archdiocese, being a parish priest in Budapest. In the same parish (of Bakáts 
Place) was acting Bp. Rédei, Canon of the Archdiocese of Esztergom. According to the 
Hungarian sources Bp. Parádi was consecrated by Bp. Davidek. 

I. Bp. Oliver Oravec (b. 1941) (Sk) was consecrated bishop in Monroe, 
Connecticut, on 21.X.1988 by Bp. Robert Fidelis McKenna, OP 

Bp. Oravec consecrated: 
1) Bp. John Hesson on 6.VI.1991, in Monroe 
2) Bp. Raphael Cloquell on 24.X.1996 in Germany 
J. Bp. Pavol Maria Hnilica reconsecrated conditionally in November 1999, in 

Rome Bp. Emanuel Korab. 
The other secret bishops are found in the Annex 1. 
If the Bl. Pope John Paul II remembered well (see note 20) some of the priests he 

consecrated secretly in Krakow became secret bishops too. The list therefore must be kept 
opened. 

Other documents, remembers, personal archives will bring further clarification. 
  

ANNEX 4 
The Apostolic Succession of Bishop Fridolin Zahradnik 

 Due to technical reasons, the Annex 4 is presented before the photos. 
The performance of the bishopal consecrations was again précised by the 

Apostolic Constitution of Pope Pius XII “Episcopali Consecrationi” (30.XI.1944).  
The mental health required to administrate validly the sacraments asks free will 

and conscious knowledge about what doing (virtual intention, external attention). 
Dementia, drunkenness, coma status, obnubilation are affecting these required parameters. 
Nor Davidek, nor other secret bishops suffered about these syndromes. See about some 
integrist topics related to this subject:   

Coomaraswamy, Rama P. (MD) – „The Mental Health of Archbishop Thuc: A 
Commentary about the Ordination of Archbishop Thuc”, apud Derksen, Mario – „An Open 
Letter to Bishop Clarence Kelly on the ‘Thuc Bishops’ and the Errors in ‘The Sacred and 
the Profane’ ”, 2010, p. 37-40, PDF available on: www.thucbishops.com/Letter_ 
to_Bp_Kelly_FULL.pdf. 

We make references to integrist Catholic authors being they the most rigorist on 
these matters. 
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List of Documents 
 
The documents presented in this volume belong to the personal collection of the 

authors. Some of them were published before in the books of Dr. Gansrigler, DDrr. Fiala and 
Hanuš or on cybernetic sites (Wolters). They are self explanatory. All the churchmen, “secret” 
bishops or priests, submitted themselves to the Church and are proving a high spiritual 
prospective. None of them were trying to do career during 1948-1989, hunting Church 
promotions. None of them desired to be promoted with bishopric benefices; they answered to 
the call (dangerous and perilous) of pastoral necessities. 

A 1. Decree of Communists excommunication, published in AAS 1949,41, p. 334 
A 2. Proclamation of the same Decree, exposed openly in Italian cities 
A 3. Decrees about Acatholic and Communist Marriages, published in AAS 1949, 41, 

p. 427-428 
A 4. Decree against accepting ecclesiastical benefices or offices from uncanonical 

authorities, published in AAS 1950, 42, p. 601-602 
A 5. Decree providing excommunication to those consecrating bishops without 

Apostolic Mandate, published in AAS 1951, 43, p. 217-218. 
A 6. Dubium against Communists, published in AAS 1959, 51, p. 271-272 
A 7. Decree excommunicating the Communist controlled “Catholic Action” from 

Czechoslovakia, published in AAS 1949, 41, p. 333, Razék 2005, p. 278 
A 8. Statement about excommunication of all those who abused against the legitimate 

Church authorities from Czechoslovakia, published in AAS 1951, 43, p. 173-174 
A 9. Apostolic Letter of Pope Pius XII to the loyal clergy and faithful from 

Czechoslovakia, published in AAS 1951, 43, p.768-772. 
A 10. De nominatione substitutorum and specially granted faculties issued in 1948, 

published by Tempfli 2002, p. 963-971; Birtz 2007, p. 89-95; Birtz-Kierein 2010, 282-290. 
A 11. Special faculties granted for the Catholic Church from Communist China in 

28.VI.1978, published in Chan 1987, p. 438-442 and Fulham 2002. 
A 12. Discourse of Bl. Pope John Paul II from Prague, 21.IV.1990, praising the 

Clandestine Church and stating about one Church, which acted openly and secretly. The passage 
is underlined in the text. Available on www.vatican.va. 

B 1. Greetings from Bl. Bp. Pavel Gojdi�, OSBM, 27.XII.1934 to his friend, Can. Dr. 
Grigore Strâmbu (1891-1966) from the greek-catholic Diocese of Cluj-Gherla, confessor of 
faith, too. 

B 2. A message from the Czechoslovakian Episcopal Conference to the State 
authorities (22-23.III.1948, Dolni Smokovci). Available also on www.kardinalberan.cz 

B 3. Testimony from Bp. Ambroz Lazik about his bishopal ordination from 
14.VIII.1949 

B 4 – B 5. Letters from Bp. Robert Pobožny about the Apostolic Administrators from 
Rožnava, and precising he had no personal photo. Bp. Pobožny was not allowing to be 
photographed, due to his humility. 

B 6 – B 9. Letters from Bp. Kajetán Matoušek, about his consecration and his 
immediate apostolic succession. 

B 10. Autograph from Bp. Pavol Hnilica. 
B 11. Letter of Bp. Josef Hlouch to Franz cardinal Koenig (1905-2004), 1970. 
B 12. Letter from Bp. Ladislav Hlad 16.VII.1974. He was strictly surveilled. 
B 13. Invitation from Bp. Stepán Trochta to his official intronisation. 
B 14 – B 16. Letters from Bp. Dominik Kalata SI. He keeps discretion about previous 

ordinations, and himself, being exiled from 1969, cannot have precise data about Bp. Jan Blaha. 
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He is also suspicious against Bp. Felix Maria Davidek. Dr. Manfred Kierein was active in 
promoting Bp. Davidek’s Beatification cause, however impossible now, because his attraction to 
Teillhard de Chardin (27) and the priestly ordination conferred (at least) to Mme. Javorová. 
However Bp. Davidek is a hero of the Catholic Church, offering 14 years of prison for its 
liberty. 

B 17 – B 18. Letters from Bp. Peter Dubovský SI. B 18 was published in Gansrigler 
1991, p. 12. Bp. Dubovský wanted secrecy to be kept about the Militant Church, until the Curia 
was not pronounced about. 

B 19. A letter from P. Vojtech Bošanský SVD (1914-22.IV.2001) stating clearly he 
never received a bishopal consecration. However he was active in underground before 1989, 
being presumed he was a bishop. 

B 20 – B 28. Letters from Bp. Karel Ot�enašek. He proved himself a man of great 
sensitivity, and tried to help the underground clergy when it was possible. He did so for Bp. 
Zahradnik but he had to keep discretion due to the official procedures. 

B 29 – B 30. A letter from Rev. Ludmila Javorová and the translation of it. Rev. 
Javorová (b. 1931, Chrlice-Brno), belonging to a family with 10 children, has a degree in Trade 
Economy, and is celibatarian. She worked as a secretary, medical nurse, etc. and was nominated 
by Bp. Davidek his general vicar till 1980 (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 94-95). She is favorable to a 
beatification cause for Davidek, but realizes the time is not ready yet. She precises that during 
persecution no written papers for consecrations were given, for security reasons. 

B 31 – B 36. Letters from Bp. Felix Maria Davidek. B 30 is very important, 
confirming the connection between Davidek and Tomašek; Davidek informed Tomašek about 
his actions. There are letters who are demonstrating also the spiritual assistance given by 
Davidek, his connections with the old aristocracy, or his interests in archaeology. B 34 is a letter 
addressed to Msgr. Jan Hirka at the death of Bl. Bp. Basil Hopko. 

B 37 – B 37a. Letter from Bp. Bed�ich Provaznik. He was well conscious about agents 
infiltrated in the Church, even in the Roman Curia, and therefore not willingly to give data about 
the underground activities. More, after 1990 he considered that the pastoral targets of the Church 
are much more important than research on apostolic succession. 

B 38. Obituary of Bp. Bed�ich Provaznik 
B 39. Obituary of Bp. Felix Maria Davidek. At his burial, in Turany – Brno, a huge 

multitude gathered; the funeral office was celebrated by Chapter Vicar Ludvik Horky, despite 
his adversity against Davidek (Gansrigler 1991, 93); other secret bishops and priests were there. 
Bp. Davidek died on 16.VIII.1988 not on 18.VIII. 

B 40 – B 45. Letters from Bp. Josef Hinterhölzl. He was the spiritual father of Bp. 
Davidek, knew intimately his soul and is stating about Davidek’s virtues, about his validly 
(“1oo%”) consecrations and about the dark times of communism, when prudence was 
normative. Bishopal weapons, heraldry, were not prioritarian in those times. 

B 46. A telegram from Bp. Davidek and Bp. Špiner addressed to the Pope John Paul II, 
immediately after the assassination attempt from 13.V.1981. Bp. Špiner was in charge with the 
Knights of Malta Priory and vicar of Davidek for Slovakia. Published in Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 184. 

B 47. A letter from Bp. Fridolin Zahradnik in favor of his community, “Emauzy”. 
B 48. A letter from Fr. Ing. Karel Pražak, ordained priest by Bp. Zahradnik in 1978, 

active in Ostrava-Habuvka and in the “Emmaus” Community. He presents the aims of the 
community and mentions the Czech edition of Fiala-Hanuš book, (“Skryta Cirkev”, 1999, CDK) 
later translated in German and consulted by us. 

B 49. A letter from the Apostolic Nounce Giovanni Coppa. He writes about some new 
consecrated bishops in Czechia, how the ordination is conferred; he is not able to give an 
information about Bp. Zahradnik. Archbp. Giovanni Coppa (b. 9.XI.1925 Alba, Italy) became a 
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priest in 1949, working in State Secretary from 1979, titular archbp. of Serta consecrated on 
6.I.1980. He was Ap. Nounce in Czechoslovakia between 1990-1993, the Czech Republic 
(1993-2004, when retired) the Slovak Republic (1993-1994, when retired). Since 2007 
promoted cardinal. 

B 50. A letter from Bp. Ji�i Krpalek, from 21.III.1992 (Brno) where he gives precious 
data about his priestly (in Germany) and episcopal ordinations. The exact data from the bishopal 
consecrations were not given, to avoid misusing them. Therefore even in our previous quoted 
books some lacunarian data are found.  

B 51. Another letter from Bp. Ji�i Krpalek, where he thanks about prayers for his 
recently died mother. 

B 52 – B 71. Letters from Bp. Dušan Spiridion Špiner. He offers important news about 
how things were developing in the Czech and Slovak Church after 1991. B 56 is an interesting 
document. It was required to Bp. Špiner by Bp. František Tondra, to renounce to all episcopal 
practice; this was a blackmail, promising him that if he renounces, he will be allowed to do a 
doctorate degree in theology. He signed, but after no more permission for doctorate was given 
(being he an active parish priest after 1990, the bishops permission was required) (Fiala-Hanuš 
2004, 160). Bp. Spiner changed the diocese, did a doctorate degree in philosophy and became 
auxiliary professor at the Palatine University from Olomouc. He is one of the best scholars from 
former Czechoslovakia in Mircea Eliade (1907 Bucharest – 1986 Chicago) the Romanian 
religion historian. Blackmailing a person makes all documents signed under pressure null and 
void. He is active in pastoration where it is required. 

B 72 – B 72a. Letters from Mons. Ján Krajnák (10.VII.1924 – 25.II.2005), who for a 
long time was presumed to be a bishop (Fiala-Hanuš 2004, 100). He explained how and why he 
acted having a mandate from Mons. Ján Hirka. The second letter is an angry one. Mons. Krajnák 
was not disposed to offer more data from underground, considering that investigations about the 
Catacombs Church to be irrelevant in front of the actual Church problems. 

B 73 – B 79. Letters from Bp. Bartolomej Urbanec. B 74 is a hand-note of Dr. Kierein 
to Prof. Dr. Hans Jorissen, professor of Dogmatic Theology at the Bonn’s University, interested 
also in the theological implications of the Militant Church from Czechoslovakia. Bp. Urbanec 
was initially reluctant to offer informations about his consecration, once he sent his practice in 
Rome. Later, however, he gave precious data: he was consecrated mainly by Bp. Nikodem 
Krett, coassisted by Bp. Zahradnik (who consecrated Krett on the same day), the ceremony 
being organized by Mons. Jan Krajnak. Under the name “Josephus de Bohemia” (see B 77) was 
acting Bp. Josef Jindra (died in 1977). 

B 80 – B 94. Letters from Bp. Stanislav Krátký. B 80 was published by Gansrigler 
1991, 57. Bp. Krátký was a strong defensor of Bp. Davidek and of the other “secret” bishops. 
He was very active in claiming official church benefices for them. He was stating that Felix 
Maria Davidek made everything known at Rome. He also offered fundamental data about Bp. 
Fridolin Zahradnik. 

B 95. A greeting message from Bp. Eugen Ko�iš. 
B 96. Greetings from Archbp. Giovanni Coppa. He is precising the fundamental role 

of the local diocesan bishop in opening a beatification/canonization cause. Dr. Kierein was very 
active trying to open a beatification causa for Bp. Dr. Felix Maria Davidek. 

B 97. An autograph (cca. 1970) of Bp. Dr. Miklos Dudás (27.X.1902 Máriapocs – 
15.VIII.1972) a basilitan priest since 1927, consecrated of Bp. of Hajdudorogh (Greek-Catholic) 
on 14.V.1939. He proves that, togheter with Bp. Isván Madarász (of Košice) and Bl. Bp. János 
Scheffler (1887-1952) of Satu-Mare, they consecrated Bp. Romža on 21.IX.1944, Gregorian 
style. 

For the Appendix document, see the explanations following note 27. 
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Notes 
 
1) See names, places and dates in “Elenco parziale degli ecclesiastici uccisi dai 

partigiani comunisti in Italia” in “La Tradizione Cattolica”, Rimini, 1997, 8, nr. 33, p. 34-
38 where 94 names are given. See also “Religiosi uccisi per motivi politici” in 
http://chiesaersi.wordpress.com/religiosi-uccisi-per-motivi-politici.htm where 113 names 
are given. 

2) This shameful agreement was established because Vatican wanted some 
Russian Orthodox delegates to the II Vatican Council; the Soviet authorities agreed, if the 
Roman Curia will not condemn nor critic communism. Two Russian delegates were 
allowed then to participate, and a petition for condemning communism, signed by more 
then 400 bishops was burried without any explanation. More, the Roman Curia had to 
accept the “pacific coexistence”. See also Kalužny, Tadeusz – “Nikodim. Una ecclesiologia 
vissuta”, Rome, 1995, Pont. Istituto Orientale, p. 258-256. Useful to understand the 
retroscenes are also: Bellegrandi, Franco – “Nichitaroncalli. Controvita di un papa”, Rome, 
1994, ed. International Files; Idem – “II portone di piombo, II Vaticano della riforma 
montiniana”, Milano, 1975, ed. SugarCo.; Cavaterra, Emilio – “Il Prefetto del Sant’Uffizio. 
Le opere e i giorni del cardinale Ottavini”, Milano, 1990, ed. Mursia; Villa Luigi – “Paolo 
VI beato?”, Brescia, 1998, ed. Civiltà; Idem – “John XXIII ‘Blessed’ too?”, Brescia 2001, 
Chiesa Viva. 

3) See the Encyclicals “Mater et Magistra” (15.V.1961) and “Pacem in Terris” 
(11.IV.1963). 

4) Agostino Casaroli (24.XI.1914, Castel San Giovanni – 9.VI.1998), priest in 
1937, worked in the Roman Curia, in 16.VII.1967 became titular Archbp. of Cartagine and 
official of the State Secretary, Pro-Secretary of the Roman Curia and president of 
Apostolical Patrimonial Administration from 1979, from 30.VI.1979 cardinal, State 
Secretary between 1979-1990 when retired. Another exponent was Achille Silvestrini 
(25.X.1923 Brisighella), priest in 1946, working in the Roman Curia, titular archbp. of 
Novaliciana (27.V.1979), cardinal from 1988, Prefect of the Apostolical Signature (1988), 
between 1991-2000 Prefect of the Oriental Congregation. 

5) According to Pierre de Villemarest, Hansjakob Stehle was a STASI agent (de 
Villemarest 2007, 169). 

6) The 1949 religious laws were establishing fines to 100.000, �sKr and prison to 
3 year terms for transgression. But communists were always smart in changing accusations. 
Having contacts with Vatican (“an ango-american spy agency”), keeping secret instructions 
of the Holy See (“subversive material against the State or the social order”), and meeting 
secretly (“conspiracy activities”) were changing significantly the prosecution act, pointing 
on subversion, sabotage, high treason. The punishments were heavy prison sentences from 
10 years to up, hard labor, life imprisonment, or even death penalty. 

7) Fr. Jan Bula (1920 Lukov – 20.V.1952 Jihlava, hanged) was a dedicated priest 
who, initially being confused by the Renew Catholic Action propaganda, gave his name 
there, then retracted. Being too active in his parish, the StB created a diversion with one of 
his agents Ladislav Malý (later killed in an ambuscade) who killed some communist local 
officials (“as an anticommunist partizan”). Bula and several other priests and undesired 
persons were arrested and after a show-trial 7 were condemned to death, other 5 to hard 
prison several terms. The priests František Pa�il (1911-1951) and Vaclav Drzola (1912-
1951) were executed before, Fr. Bula in 1952. They have the Martyrdom beatification trial 
opened in Brno diocese.  



 44

8) Bp. Hnilica SI was ordained priest in 1950, 6 month before he became a bishop. 
In exile, in Rome, in 13.V.1964, he received the title of “Rusadus” and created the Pro 
Fratribus Center. He carried several secret missions in Eastern Europe on behalf of the 
Pope John Paul II (they were intimate friends). One of his most spectacular gestures was 
the Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, accomplished in Moscow’s 
Kremlin Cathedral (secretly, during a conspirative Mass) on 15.III.1984. When Banco 
Ambrosiano Scandal erupted, Hnilica, to protect some Curia figures, claimed that he also 
was involved there, was convicted, but escaped prison. Hnilica’s stories, even about his 
bishopal consecration, the trip to Moscow, etc, can be found in Hnilica 1976, Hnilica 1989, 
Hnilica 1992. In November 1999, in Rome, Bp. Hnilica consecrated sotto condizione Bp. 
Emanuel Korab (consecrated bishop in 1994 by Bp. José Ramon Lopez Gaston, an Old 
Catholic bishop). Korab later consecrated Michael Filip French as bishop. 

9) Ing. P�emysl Coufal (9.I.1932 Prostejov – 24.II.1981 Bratislava), a forestall 
engineer, studied secretly theology, was ordained secret priest and later became the secret 
superior of the Dominicans in Czechoslovakia. Denounced by a friend, he was invited to 
cooperate with the StB but played a double game and refused to continue. He was 
assassinated by the StB. He was also a cooperator with Davidek circles. 

10) In the totalitarian regimes psychiatry was often used against dissidents, 
following a Soviet pattern (with the sinister Serbski Institute from Moscow). Famous 
names like Vladimir Bukowski, the Soviet General Piotr Grigorenko (1907-1987) or the 
Romanian human rights and trade union activist Vasile Paraschiv (1928-2011) and other 
more were illustrating sadly this methods of repression. In Czechoslovakia, in the prison of 
Ružine, some psychical experiences were used against the prisoners, without their 
knowledge or approval. Drugs and low/high frequency waves were used there during the 
’50s (Slovák-Inovecký 1976, 77-78, 104-122). Even Dr. Gustav Husak (1913-1991), 
political leader after Dub�ek Era, was arrested and brainwashed in 1951 (Ibidem, p. 140-
146). 

11) Stefan Wyszynski (1901 Zuzela – 1981 Warshaw) became in 1946 bishop of 
Lublin and in 1948 archbp. of Warshaw-Gniežno. In 1953 was promoted cardinal. In 
detention between 1953-1956. An opposant of Ostpolitik. Franciszek Macharski (b. 1927 
Krakow) was a priest from 1950, in 1978 archbp. of Krakow, created cardinal in 1979, 
retired in 2005. Gerhard Schaffran (1912 Leschnitz – 1996) was consecrated titular Bp. of 
Semnea and auxiliary of Gorlitz in 1962, between 1970-1987 being Bishop of Meissen-
Dresden (His main consecrator was Archbp. Alfred Bengsch [1921-1979] of Berlin, later 
Cardinal). Josef Stimpfle (1916 Maihingen – 1996) became in 1963 Bp. of Augsburg and 
retired in 1992. 

12) If for the Greek-Catholic (and other Eastern Catholic Churches) Church the 
married priest is a commoner, for the Latin Church it was a reality until the XI-XIIth. cent. 
However, in Eastern Europe regions, Transylvania and Moldavia roman-catholic married 
priests were very common in the XVI-XVII century. They contacted marriage before their 
ordination. If the Jesuits missionaries from those parts were always condemning the 
concubinarian priests, it was not so for the legal religious married priests, and even for the 
married archdeans of Csik and Orba (Alzati 1981, 61-64, 264-265). In those times 
Transylvania was a protestant principality (no roman catholic bishop allowed to establish 
there between 1566-1715, except 1598-1603) and Moldavia an Orthodox principality. 
Therefore legally married roman-catholic priests were considered as acting in state of 
necessity (they were ordained mostly by Polish bishops). 

13) All the married bishops in Czechoslovakia kept a moral life, and, according to 
the old disciplinarian rule, established by the Ecumenical Councils, they kept also marital 
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chastity (Gansrigler 1991, 112; Dunn 1996, 241-242). Bp. Chytil had to do formal celibacy 
profession before consecrated as bishop, Bp. Zahradnik did the same. Dispositions about 
married bishops were stated in the Apostolical Canons (can. 5 and can. 51), at the I 
Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (can. 3) at the local synod of Carthagena from 390 (can. 2), 
the Synod of Trullo (can. 12, can. 48) (in 691-692), by the Novellas of emperors Justinian I 
in 528, Leo the Philosopher (886-912) and Isaac Anghellos in 1187. The last canonical 
statements allowed a married churchman to be elected and consecrated as bishop, if he and 
his wife agree to live after in celibacy, and the wife retires in a monastery far from the 
husband’s diocese. Cf. Mila	, Nikodim – “Canoanele Bisericii Ortodoxe înso
ite de 
comentarii”, Arad 1931, 4 vol., Ed. Diecezana; II, 333-352; 415-418.  

14) Sr. Dr. Veridiana Victoria Bolf�-Otic, OSBM did fundamental research about 
this topic. She published archaeological evidence for diaconisses till the VIth c. (Bolf�-
Otic, 2010, 137-147), the byzantine (ibidem 103-108), east oriental (monophysiste) (ibidem 
123-133), and latin (193-212, 227-238, 239-244) consecratory rites and canon law about 
them. The consecratory rites attest the consecration of a woman deacon (deaconesse) as a 
true sacrament. In Western Europe carthusian pontificals printed this rite untill the XVIIIth 
cent. In the XXth cent. some Armenian Orthodox monasteries in Turkey are keeping the 
diaconisses alive. The IV Ecumenical Council from Calcedon (can. 48) allows a woman to 
be ordained as a deacon after 40 years of age; strict celibacy is required. 

15) When the Anglicans started consecration of women priests, Paul VI issued a 
letter “Rescritto alla Sua Grazia Revmo. Dr. F. D. Coggan, Arcivescovo di Canterbury” on 
30.XI.1975 where he stated that this practice cannot be applied in the Catholic Church 
(AAS 1976, 68, 599-600). Later the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith issued a 
document “Inter insigniores” in 15.X.1976 (AAS 1977, 69, 98-116) which developed the 
same statement. With the Apostolical Letter “Ordinatio Sacerdotalis” from 22.V.1994 
(Milano, 1994, ed. Paoline) Bl. Pope John Paul II solemnly stated the same. The document 
of John Paul II is written as an “ex cathedra” pontifical document, confirming His 
predecessors, so every Catholic must submit and obey on it. 

16) Bp. Ji�i Georg Pojer (6.II.1934 – 20.VIII.2006) was a high performant 
engineer, member of the economical staff of Czechoslovakia at the Comecom (the 
economical organization of the socialist countries) despite his early 1949 political 
condemnation for catholic activism. After 1964 he followed Davidek University’s courses, 
being ordained priest and bishop (22.VIII.1968) by the same. Bp. Pojer was in contact with 
Karl Rahner and with Swiss Catholic circles, which wanted to help the Church from 
Czechoslovakia. Here he met Mme. Ursula Sieber, eventually married her and being also 
betrayed by one of his friends, he run away from Czechoslovakia helped by his wife. In 
Switzerland he had a high engineering career, but abandoned priesthood. He was not able to 
impress Roman Curialists about Davidek Group, even if he tried so; his mistake was he 
married after his bishopal consecration. (Koller-Küng-Križan 2011, 158-168) 

17) John Bukovsky (18.I.1924 �erova, Sk – 18.XII.2010) was a priest since 1950, 
belonging to the Divine Word Society and living in Exile. He worked in the State secretary, 
where he was dwelling with Eastern European matters. In 18.VIII.1990 was nominated 
Apostolic Nounce for Romania and titular Archbp. of Tabalta, was consecrated on 
13.X.1990 and from 1994-2000 was Apostolic Nuncio in Russia. He belonged to the 
Ostpolitik actors, being consecrated by Casaroli, and the future cardinals Angelo Sodano 
and Francesco Colasuonno (1925-2003), all from the same team. 

18) During 1948-1989 more then 18 East Europe Secret Services agents (from 
KGB, STASI, StB, the romanian Securitate) were active in the Roman Curia. Casaroli was 
spied with microphones even in his office. His nephew Marco Torreta and his wife Irina 
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Vera Trollerova (a Czech citizen) were StB agents. Influence agents like Hansjakob Stehle, 
Eugen Brammerz, OSB (STASI) did their job well. Pope John Paul II was spied by SB (the 
Polish equivalent) even through his best friends, as Fr. Malynski, etc. See Hal’ko 2005, de 
Villemarest 2007, 165, 256-280 and also: Arboit, Gérald – “Note historique 11. Les 
pénétrations du Bloc de l’Est au Vatican” on www.cf2r.org; Pacepa, Ion Mihai – 
“Moscow’s Assault on the Vatican”, in “National Review”, U.S.A., 25.I.2007 on 
http://article.nationalreview.com; Schafer, Bernd – “Pater ‘Lichtblick’ und ‘Antonius’ 
Waschbusch. Endgültig enttarnt Spione im Katholischen Kirchendienst”, in 
http://www.phil.uni-sb.de/ projekte/ imprimatur/ 2000/imp000102.html 

19) We were not able to identify which Romanian priests were joining the 1970 
Synod. Maybee some Roman-Catholic priests known by Davidek from his previous travels 
to Romania, from 1968 and 1969. Bp. Dusan Spiner told us (9.V.2009) that the secret 
bishop Emil Riti (1926-2006, priest since 1949, 14 years of prison, bishop since 1985) met 
Bp. Davidek in 1973. Riti never spoke to us about his connection with the Czechoslovakian 
bishops. Further research must be done there. 

20) In November 1988, Ludovik Horky Chapter Vicar from Brno (ordinarius 
intrusus) was allowed to do a pilgrimage at the Holy See, having also an audience with the 
Pope. The Pope asked Dr. Ludvik Horky what are doing the Moravian secret bishops (the 
Davidek followers). Horky answered that there are no secret bishops, so the Pope’s reply 
was harsh: “Strange, because twelve of them I have ordained them as priests when I was 
Archbishop of Krakow” (Gansrigler 1991, 26). More, in April 1990 the Pope was able to 
visit Czechoslovakia. Here he gave several exhortations, thanking and praising the secret 
clergy (21.IV.1990, Prague) and stressing the idea of the former Pastoral Letter from 1988 
of cardinal Tomašek: “there are not two churches, but only one, acting in different ways” 
(Gansrigler 1991, 16, 21). 

21) All the sedevacantist schools are agreeing that after the death of Pope Pius XII 
(1958), due to the untraditional Magisterium of the following popes, the Holy See is vacant. 
There are several orientations: 

– The “Cassiciacum Thesis” which states that the Holy See is materially occupied 
by a person, canonically elect, who is not the Pope, because his teachings are not following 
the predecessors ones (the See is formally vacant). 

– The conclavist groups are electing several antipopes. 
– The strict sedevacantists are stating that the Holy See is not occupied, and only a 

miracle can restore the Petrine ministry. 
22) The arguments are developed in several studies: Cekada, Anthony – 

“Absolutely Null and Utterly Void”, 2006, 16 p. and Idem – “Still Null and Still Void”, 
2007, 11 p. available on www.traditionalmass.org or in the Reports of the International 
Commision ‘Rore-Sanctifica’ “Notitia I-VI” available on www.rore-sanctifica.org 

23) A good biography in Murro, Giuseppe – “La visita di Mons. Oravec”, in 
“Sodalitium”, Verrua-Savoia, Istituto Mater Boni Consilii, 1991, 8, nr. 26, p. 46-49. Bp. 
Oravec was proud about his activities in the Ecclesia Militans from Czechoslovakia, and 
had a great respect for Bp. Davidek. Bp. Oravec has his own site: ‘Tradicni Katolici’ on 
http://home.gts.sk/olinko/. About Bp. Korab data are not easy to be found. His apostolic 
succession is available on www.tboyle.net/Catholicism/Outline.html. The apostolic 
succession of Archbp. Pierre Martin Ngo Dinh Thuc [(1897 Hué, Vietnam – 1984 
Carthage, Missouri, USA) auxiliary bishop from Vinhlong, having 3 doctorates, archbishop 
of Hué from 1960, in 1963 forced to remain in Rome because of a Coup d’Etat (his brother, 
President Jean Baptiste Ngo Dinh Diem being assassinated), in 1968 deprived of his 
pastoral ministry (like Mindszenty), receiving the title of Bulla Regia. He will adopt 
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sedevacantist positions, but before his death he will be reconciled with the Holy See.] can 
be found there. 

24) The Pidhirtsi Synod has its own site: www.comunity.org.ua where several 
materials about their stories can be found. Bp. Eliaš Dohnal story can be found in the text 
“History of Pidhirtsi’ Reform”. 

25) Several Wikipedia articles about statistics from Czechoslovakia, the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia are giving relevant data. For 1992 a CIA World Factbook 1992 is 
available on: www.umsl.edu/services/govdocs/wofact92/inf930069.txt 

26) Since 1968 Albania was declared through its constitution to be an atheistic 
state. In the Soviet Union only one seminary was allowed in Lithuania (Kaunas), and no 
catholic publications. In Romania 2 seminaries were allowed (one for Romanian speaking, 
the other for Hungarian Catholics), no catholic publications, from 6 Latin dioceses the State 
recognized only 2, and the Greek-Catholic Church (5 dioceses) was underground till 
December 1989. In Bulgaria no religious press was allowed. In these countries Catholic 
prayer books, catechisms were issued in liliputan numbers. 

27) Pierre Teilhard de Chardin SI (1881-1955) in his philosophical writings was 
far from the Christian doctrine, using christian terms with changed significance. On 
30.VI.1962 a Monitum of the Holy Office was given against the works of Teilhard de 
Chardin, and a column “Pierre Teilhard de Chardin e il suo pensiero sul piano filosofico e 
religioso” was insserted together with the Monitum in “Osservatore Romano” from 
30.VI.1962. On 10.VI.1981 in the same “Osservatore Romano” was published a letter 
from Cardinal Agostino Casaroli (dated 12.V.1981, addressed to the Rector of the Catholic 
Institute of Paris), praising Teilhard and commemorating his centennial. This provoked a 
reaction of the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, a new Monitum (published in the 
English edition of “Osservatore Romano” from 20.VII.1981) confirming that from 1962 
and taking distance from Casaroli. If the 1962 Monitum was signed by Sebastiano Masala, a 
notary of the H. Office, the 1981 one was mentioning the orders of the Holy Father (pope 
John Paul II) and the Cardinal Prefect (J. Ratzinger). But in 1962 Davidek was in prison, 
and “Osservatore Romano” was not a common newspaper (was not to be found at all) in 
Czechoslovakia. If the Roman Curia was not able to act unitarily on this question, Davidek 
cannot be criticized for that. About women ordination Davidek looked first at practical 
(pastoral) reasons, and later speculated himself about. He did not confer such priestly 
ordinations at more than 3 persons, before 1975 when the magisterial controversy was 
decided by the Holy See. If these errors of Davidek obstacle his beatification causa 
(ignoring rumors and calumnies spread by former StB agents) undoubtly he is a hero of the 
Catholic Church.  
 
Appendix document. A letter (5.VIII.1975) of Archbp. Pierre Martin Ngo Dinh Thuc 
(1897-1984) explaining briefly how he had to leave South Vietnam. His brother, President 
Jean Baptiste Ngo Dinh Diem (1901-1963), president between 1955-1963, was killed in a 
Coup d’Etat orchestrated by the USA. Both belonged to a mandarinal (noble) and strong 
catholic family. Archbp. Thuc was a victime of the Ostpolitik too. This explaines his later 
sede vacantist position. A good Thuc biography: Cain, Michael – “Archbishop Pierre 
Martin Ngo-dinh-Thuc”, in Daily Catholic, 2006, 17, nr. 195, available on 
www.dailycatholic.org/jul26ttt.htm. 
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Year of Perestroika, RCL 1989, 17, nr. 2, p. 166-169 
 
V. Some useful Internet Sites to be consulted 
Wolters, Martin – www.apostolische-nachfolge.de 
Cheney, David H. – www.catholic-hierarchy.org  
A Catholic Encyclopaedic Site – www.catho.org  
Bransom, Charles – http://mysite.verizon.net/res7gdmc/aposccs/index.html (dedicated to 

the apostolic succesion) 
A Site of Charta ’77 – www.charta77.org 
Miranda, Salvator – The Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church: www2.fiu.edu/ ~mirandas/ 

cardinals/ htm 
Fatima World Center, NY, USA – www.fatima.org; www.fatimacrusader.org  
Another Catholic Important Site – www.papalencyclicals.net 
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Getsemany Community Czech Rep. – www.getsemany.cz 
Presov Greek-Catholic Archdiocese – www.zoe.sk 
Velke Porici Parish, with important Data about Ecclesia Militans – http://velkeporici.xf.cz  
The Official Site of the Holy See – www.vatican.va 
 
VI. On Wikipedia (Wikipedie) 3 articles are useful, however in Czech Language:  
Koinotes – http://c cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koinotes 
Mexické fakulty – https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexicke_fakulty 
Podzemni cirkev – https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podzemni_cirkev 

 
 

Abreviations 
 
Adm. Ap. – Apostolic Administrator 
Ap. Adm. – Apostolic Administrator 
Archbp. – Archbishop 
b. – born 
Bl. – Blessed 
Bp. – Bishop 
CIC – Codex Juris Canonici (both from 1917 and 1983) 
cons. – consecrated 
Fr. – Father (Priest) 
Mons. – Monsignor 
Msgr. – Monsignor 
OP – Dominican 
OPraem – Praemonstratense Order 
OSB – Benedictine 
OSBM – Order of St. Basil the Great (Greek-Catholic) 
PiT – “Pacem in Terris” Priestly (Communist controlled) Association 
SI – Jesuit 
StB – Statni bezpe�nost – The State Security 
Ven. – Venerable 
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A 4 (AAS 1950, vol. 42, ser. II, vol. 17, p. 601-602) 
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